PROPOSED RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE NAC ON THE ENVIRONMENT

1. Given the centralised and non-participatory way in which the draft National Environment Policy has been formulated, and the widespread criticism of both this process and of the draft policy itself, we think it in keeping with the spirit of the CMP that the process of formulating a comprehensive national environment policy be initiated afresh, by giving the lead to people’s movements, NGOs, concerned institutions and individuals. The current draft policy can be a starting point, but there must be a freedom to reject it in part or totally. (A list of existing policies is enclosed)

2. One responsibility of the NAC is to assess whether the existing institutions within and outside the government are adequate to the task of implementing the CMP. In recent times there has been widespread criticism of the functioning of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, especially in its critical role of assessing the environmental impacts of projects and activities, and granting environment clearances. It is thought that, given the political and administrative and pressure, it is difficult for a Ministry of the Government to effectively perform this role. Therefore, there is a need to consider setting up a statutory “Environment Conservation Agency” which can effectively and transparently play this role.

3. The recent tsunami has exposed the lack of protection our coastal and island regions have as far as natural calamities go. It is, today, well recognised that coastal areas where coral reefs, mangroves, beaches and coastal forests have been destroyed are likely to suffer far greater damage when events like the tsunami, tidal waves, typhoons and hurricanes occur. Therefore, it is proposed to set up a “Coastal and Island Conservation Authority” with the explicit task of protecting and regenerating the coastal and island regions. There are also some specific recommendations for the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

Existing Environment Policies

1. National Forest Policy, 1988
2. The National Conservation Strategy and Policy Statement on Environment and Development, 1992
3. Policy Statement on Abatement of Pollution, 1992. 
4. National Water Policy, 2002.
5. National Wildlife Action Plan, 2002
