s Liberation Army soldiers helping to harvest wheat in Kweichow province. It was under Lin Piao's

leadership of the PLA that rank in the army was abolished, including his own title of marshal.
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By SAM MARCY
MISCONCEPTIONS OF CHINESE REVOLUTION

No social revolution has ever coincided with the conception en-

tertained by the ideologists of its time or its leading participants.

Probably the Russian Revolution comes closest to conceptions which
were held by its principal leaders. So many misconceptions of the Chinese
Revolution prevailed, that years after the triumph of the Revolution and
the ouster of Chiang Kai-shek, the class character of the Chinese
Revolution was still shrouded in confusion.

Just as the West European social democrats and the Mensheviks in
Czarist Russia could not believe that a proletarian revolution was
possible in a backward country overwhelmed by a huge preponderance
of the peasantry and an ill-developed bourgeoisie, so Western scholars
and Marxists to boot, went even further in the case of China and even
denied that a proletarian revolution had taken place. They advanced
substantially the same erroneous theories as their colleagues In the
earlier era and compounded them.

The long years in which the Chinese Red Army led by the CPC was
conducting the struggle against the bourgeois-landlord regime of Chiang
Kai-shek was characterized as agrarian in its class nature. The CPC
itself, regardless of its advocacy of Marxism-Leninism, they explained,
was merely promoting an agrarian revolution. This view was par-
ticularly rampant in the United States and vigorously pushed by the
liberal bourgeoisie, including some of the highest ranking State Depart-
ment officials, not to speak of the influential liberal publicists such as

Owen Lattimore and others.
Some organizations which proclaimed themselves Marxist were
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