LAURA TOWEY

--------
N i a H N e U N

2 3 A @ e

J -
----- ' UL

...........

1 : o' - =t . ' ! L . lnt o ¥ e o " “u . als AL 1 ERC M & -
g # . ot e Y, E ¥ - gl - - ¥ r 5 ¥ _'r_'_i.-_ o i - * & o e ML " » ML
4 ] 5 i . el . e [ il X U U e T N T . v o s o ¥ i o

" L . N i R R T e - e A ¥ 5 . . o

g . L & " i 5 .‘; - s e i e -'-."1‘:'- S N '--.'u-.."-'_. "_'I.';'.-..r.r ol - -‘;“' i's g F _ - e L Id_r:

. - . " Teell i n L PO I o T 2 I e R St IO R I TRl Sl S o N e e K
1 i . 3 . 2 e o "W E 5 B - I N e CR s o L] e = 5" ¥ ? B U o RS B i e e

¥ 5 1 = L & W ¥ - ¥ E & - i 3 = = i N i L B Far ™

Laird Wilcox says he always has been
more interested in why people believe
than in what they believe.

Wilcox examined the “why” of extreme
beliefs during his lecture on the “Psychol-
ogy of Extremism™ at Western last

Thursday.
His conclusions were based on more

-than 20 years of studying political organi-

zations on the far left and far right.
Wilcox said he spends half his time as a
carpenter and half as a researcher.

His research led him. in I'?éi, to estab-

lish the Wilcox Collection on Contem-

porary Political Movements, one of the
largest of its kind, at the University of
Kansas. The collection contains about
5.000 books and pamphlets covering
about 7,000 extremist groups.

He also publishes “Guide to the Ameri-
can Right."*“Guide to the American Left.”
“Guide to the American Occult”and “The
Wilcox Report.” a newsletter on the
American left and right.

Wilcox has investigated these groups
from the inside. by attending their meet-
ings and speaking with their members. He
has come to know. he said. about 400
members ol extremist groups. having
dinner with them. and in some cases form-
ing 20-vear friendships with them.

“They were all united — everv one of

them — 1n their desire. in their own way.
to do the right thing as they saw it.” he
said. |

Extremists can be identified more accu-
ratelv by the way they behave than by
what they believe, he said.
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Extreme beliefs

Writer examines radical groups

“Extremism has much more to do with
a manner of relating, a kind of shrillness,
an anger, a tendency to call names. a ten-
dency to be unfair and arbitrary,” he said.

“I've met people who were Marxists,
which one would think of as being very
extreme, who were very rational and even-
handed: interested in what | had to say;
were always glad when somebody contra-
dicted them because it helped them think
things out.”™

A characteristic of a fanatic or extrem-
iIst is an inability to see another point of
view.

“Their emotional investment in their
beliefs is so strong that it’s almost painful
for them to consider a counterview,” he
said.

Extremist groups tend to have a strong
desire to censor or silence their critics.

“When they want to silence the opposi-
tion, this is a dead giveaway these people
are up to no good,” he said.

“The desire to censor or silence comes
from the fear of ideas.™

Toavoid being jured intoanextremist
group. “Whenever you find vourself inor-
dinantly convinced by a particular argu-
ment, it’sa good idea to expose vourself to
counter propaganda.

“Examine vour beliefs.” Wilcox said.
“Develop an appreciation for clear. logi-
cal thinking.™

“Any time someone savs ‘trust me.’ or
like the Rev. Moon savs. "You don't need
a mind. I'lldo vour thinking for vou'— the
minute you hear that, get out.

“Don’teverlose vour capacity for skep-
ticism. It’s the most valuable thing vou've
got.” he said.

* see WILCOX, p. 5




