
For these reasons, we submit this new

Humanist Manifesto for the future of
humankind; for us, it is a vision of hope, a

direction for satisfying survival.

RELIGION

FIRST: In the best sense, religion may

inspire dedication to the highest ethical
ideals. The cultivation of moral devotion
and creative imagination is an expression of

genuine “‘spiritual” experience and aspira-
tion.

We believe, however, that traditional
dogmatic or authoritarian religions that place
revelation, God, ritual, or creed above
human needs and experience do a disservice
to the human species. Any account of
nature should pass the tests of scientific
evidence; in our judgment, the dogmas and
myths of traditional religions do not do so.

Even at this late date in human history,
certain elementary facts based upon the
critical use of scientific reason have to be
restated. We find insufficient evidence for
belief in the existence of a supernatural; it is

either meaningless or irrelevant to the

question of the survival and fulfillment of
the human race. As nontheists, we begin
with humans not God, nature not deity.
Nature may indeed be broader and deeper
than we now know; any new discoveries,
however, will but enlarge our knowledge of
the natural.

Some humanists believe we should
reinterpret traditional religions and reinvest
them with meanings appropriate to the
current situation. Such redefinitions,
however, often perpetuate old dependencies
and escapisms; they easily become obscur-
antist, impeding the free use of the intellect.
We need, instead, radically new human

purposes and goals.
We appreciate the need to preserve the

best ethical teachings in the religious
traditions of humankind, many of which we

share in common. But we reject those

features of traditional religious morality that
deny humans a full appreciation of their own

potentialities and responsibilities. Traditional
religions often offer solace to humans, but,
as often, they inhibit humans from helping
themselves or experiencing their full poten-
tialities. Such institutions, creeds, and rituals
often impede the will to serve others. Too
often traditional faiths encourage depend-
ence rather than independence, obedience
rather than affirmation, fear rather than

courage. More recently they have generated
concerned social action, with many signs of
relevance appearing in the wake of the “God
Is Dead” theologies. But we can discover no

divine purpose or providence for the human

species. While there is much that we do not

know, humans are responsible for what we

are or will become. No deity will save us;

we must save ourselves.

SECOND: Promises of immortal salvation
or fear of eternal damnation are both illusory
and harmful. They distract humans from

present concerns, from self-actualization, and
from rectifying social injustices. Modern
science discredits such historic concepts as

the “‘ghost in the machine™ and the

“separable soul.” Rather, science affirms
that the human species is an emergence from
natural evolutionary forces. As far as we

know, the total personality is a function of
the biological organism transacting in a social
and cultural context. There is no credible
evidence that life survives the death of the
body. We continue to exist in our progeny
and in the way that our lives have influ-
enced others in our culture.

Traditional religions are surely not the

only obstacles to human progress. Other
ideologies also impede human advance. Some
forms of political doctrine, for instance,
function religiously, reflecting the worst

features of orthodoxy and authoritarianism,
especially when they sacrifice individuals on

the altar of Utopian promises. Purely
economic and political viewpoints, whether

capitalist or communist, often function as

religious and ideological dogma. Although

humans undoubtedly need economic and
political goals, they also need creative values

by which to live.

ETHICS

THIRD: We affirm that moral values derive
their source from human experience. Ethics
is autonomous and situational, needing no

theological or ideological sanction. Ethics
stems from human need and interest. To

deny this distorts the whole basis of life.
Human life has meaning because we create

and develop our futures. Happiness and the
creative realization of human needs and
desires, individually and in shared enjoy-
ment, are continuous themes of humanism.
We strive for the good life, here and now.

The goal is to pursue life’s enrichment
despite debasing forces of vulgarization,
commercialization, bureaucratization, and
dehumanization.

FOURTH: Reason and intelligence are the
most effective instruments that humankind
possesses. There is no substitute: neither
faith nor passion suffices in itself. The
controlled use of scientific methods, which
have transformed the natural and social
sciences since the Renaissance, must be
extended further in the solution of human

problems. But reason must be tempered by
humility, since no group has a monopoly of
wisdom or virtue. Nor is there any guaran-
tee that all problems can be solved or all

questions answered. Yet critical intelligence,
infused by a sense of human caring, is the
best method that humanity has for resolving
problems. Reason should be balanced with

compassion and empathy and the whole

person fulfilled. Thus, we are not advocating
the use of scientific intelligence independent
of or in opposition to emotion, for we

believe in the cultivation of feeling and love.
As science pushes back the boundary of the
known, man’s sense of wonder is continually

renewed, and art, poetry, and music find
their places, along with religion and ethics.

THE INDIVIDUAL

FIFTH: The preciousness and dignity of the
individual person is a central humanist value.
Individuals should be encouraged to realize
their own creative talents and desires. We

reject all religious, ideological, or moral
codes that denigrate the individual, suppress
freedom, dull intellect, dehumanize person-
ality. We believe in maximum individual
autonomy consonant with social responsibil-
ity. Although science can account for the
causes of behavior, the possibilities of
individual freedom of choice exist in human
life and should be increased.

SIXTH: In the area of sexuality, we

believe that intolerant attitudes, often
cultivated by orthodox religions and
puritanical cultures, unduly repress sexual
conduct. The right to birth control, abortion,
and divorce should be recognized. While we

do not approve of exploitive, denigrating
forms of sexual expression, neither do we

wish to prohibit, by law or social sanction,
sexual behavior between consenting adults.
The many varieties of sexual exploration
should not in themselves be considered
“evil.” Without countenancing mindless
permissiveness or unbridled promiscuity, a

civilized society should be a tolerant one.

Short of harming others or compelling them
to do likewise, individuals should be permit-
ted to express their sexual proclivities and

pursue their life-styles as they desire. We
wish to cultivate the development of a

responsible attitude toward sexuality, in

which humans are not exploited as sexual

objects, and in which intimacy, sensitivity,
respect, and honesty in interpersonal rela-
tions are encouraged. Moral education for
children and adults is an important way of
developing awareness and sexual maturity.


