WONDERINGS

in FNY'W's April 1988 newsletter, the Someerimgs
column asked questions about the March 1366 direct
gction demonstrations in Minneapohis. These
dernonztrations were in response to sending U.5 troaps to
Honduras. The events that comprized these sctions rased
many questions about the peace and jushice qroups

o losophy and strategies, and the actions growing Trom
then.

A Unity Frocess Task Force was formed 1o design ways 1o
address these questions and to bring activists of the
Fhinnesota Peace and Justice Coalition together for 4
series of discussions about thevr difterences.

There are many pebitical /relimous perspectives on hoyw
to bring about substantive social change. Each group
needs to Know how ather qroups view the pohitical

=COnGMIc and rehigious state of society and now 1o butid
for change. Forums to begin such a pracess of

exploration are planned Tor the Saturdays of January
21stand February 11th at the Sabantham Community
Center ( Z5th Street and Clinton Avenue South) from
:00-500FPM

Fersons from 3 broad spectrum of social change
perzpectives will present position papers. Seven
panalists have beeninvited. They range from those who
reject non-violence to those whio believe that pacinst
witness 13 the answer. Each s asked to respond to these
questions:

vhat are you trying to accamplizhy Describe
Your Y3100,

How do you see change taking place ™ Apply this to
the current polhitical realities: how can change happen
qiven these realities?

wWhat should the peace and justice movement be
doing today to foster this change s

Mozt groups come 1o direct action with varying
perapectives and strateqies. wWith them qoes the queshion
of what 1t means to be effective. Should effectiveness be 3
criterion of our work tar change s How 13 effectiveness
Measires s

Alzo, what does 1t mean to take responsi ity for ones’

actions? Does one yze or relect the notion of epermesy I

one accepts the notion of enermes | who ar what may aur
enerny be '’

we are sure that these and other questions will prompt a
dialoque that i3 much needed and long overdue. From the
perspective of  pacifist | hope that this will be only the
beginning of many such sharings and that these
discussions will help us to develop skaills for histemng to,
articulating and understanding the multiple ways we now
qo about working inour struggle for peace and justice.
Perhaps these forums will provide us with expenence
with the non-violent processes of negohiation, conthict
resolution and fostering tolerance and nurture the
canviction that we rust understand the change process we
are maving through. As we are apen to our own process
of change , we can betier understand the need for others 1o
he qranted patience 1n thelr own change process.
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Friends for 8 Non-¥iolent World puthznes this
nevesletter four Hmes g year 1n Jangary, Aprid, July and
Ootober . FRYW has its roots in the Uusker Tath and has

neen shaped by a belief in the power of ponvioience 33 3
wal] of eTtecting Crangs.

Hewsletter committee: Jim Eruener, Jdean Egbert O
Ferry riager, Emily Emaht, dohn Martinson, Patty

rgnt.

For additional information or comments | contact FRNYW

gt 2025 Micollet Avenue South #2035 FMpels Mo 55404
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MORRC JOINS PEACE CENTER

In Nevernber 1985 a amall interdenorminational group of
Minnesotans, including Betsy Froechel of 5t Faul and
Jim Larson of Duluth, sponsored a conference on Central
American refugees. The impetuyz of the conference was an
1ncreasing concern over the relatively low acceptance
rate of Central Americans for refuges status in the Umted
States, Z2- 3%, as compared to an acceplance rate of 6U%E
by Canada. These Minnesotans and several Lanadian
refugee workers gathered, spoke, and strategized on hiow
they could best facilitate the acceptance of more Central
aArnerican refugees 1nto countries of satety, 1n this case
Canada. The Minnesota Overground Railroad ¢ MOREC)
was born directly from their efforts.

MORRL will celebrate i1ts three year &7/70dy 10 January
1989, FNYW has special cause to celebrate with MOREL
this year. In December, MORELC began sharing an office
with FNYW. The natural growth of MORRL s work has led
to their need for an office space with phones, private
space for interviews and a close proximity io the
Canadian consulate in Minneapolis. They have already
served more than fifteen Central American refugees
seeking asyglum, primanty bl Salvadornan and
Guatermalan, provided support 1o numerous host
churches, and spoken widely in the greater Minnesots
community.

FHYW staff and board are very excited about sharing
space with the Minnesota Overground Raitlroad given 1t
comrmiment to service, nonviolence and the high enerqy
and enthusiasm of 1ts volunteer staff.

Lurrently, MORRC staff consists of a dedicated qroup of
volunteers. They are hoping to increase their
fundraising capacity so that they can add a part-time paid
giatt person, cover growing aperating costs as well as
making bond money available to refugees 1n the custody of
the lmmigration and Naturalizations Service. Three
volunteers have been putting a lot of Yirme into MORRC.
Lolleen Beebe and Cadmaon Whitty have been serving as
volunteer refugee advocates - screening refugees for
valld azylum cases, explaining their aptions to them and
el ping therm connect with local resources and networks,
specifically leqal assistance and church spansors. Mary
Aann ¥an Lurais MORRC's voiunteer convener - working
an g vanety of adminstrative functions 1ncluding
securing the rental space fron FNYwW . MORRC alzo uses
volunteer attorneys from the "Pro Bano Assylum
Froject™ a part of the Minnesota Lawyers for
interpational Human Rights.
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A NEW WAY 10 SUPPORT FNVW

Cooperating Fund Drive (CFD), a ten-year-old competitor to the United Fund, supports small community- based
arganizations that promote social justice and social advocacy. Last year it raised more then $500,000, distributing an
average of $11,600 to each of itz member organizations. While Friends For a Non-violent World 1s not eligible for CFD
membership, there 13 a way it can benefit from the annual CFD campaign. About 90 worksites conduct annual CFD payroll
deduction campaigns. These include both the state and federal qovernments. Persons who work at these locations may
deaignate that their payrooll deductions be qiven to a specific nonprofit argamzation, which does not have to be s LFD
member. For further information, call or write CFD, 1619 Dayton Avenue, St. Paul 55104, (612) 647-0440.
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GIFT OF CHOICE OPTION

Distribute my pledge as follows:

COOPER AT ING [ pledge to the Cooperating Fund Drive and authorize my employer to 1 I SUPPORT ALL these wonderful groups.

deduct this amount each scheduled pay period. l understand that this Please distribute my pledge to all

FUND DRIVE authorization may be revoked by me in writing at any time.

Circle amount to be deducted each pay period:

$

37 CFD member organizations.

I WANT TO DESIGNATE

all or a portion of my pledge to the following CFD

Per Deduction

# pay periods/year

m

Other . ' MEMBER GROUPS. (#2-38 on CFD brochure. Your
$50 $25 ; 320 S15 * 26 24 contribution will be received by these organizations in
3 - addinon to their usual allocaton.)
" 39 $4 $3 $2 12
l A L il 4 5
(#) (Agency Name) Per Deducnon
Total Pledge $ Cash Gift $ Social Secunty # 2% <
\Jame (PICES-C Priﬂt) (#) (Aﬂfnﬁ‘ N.JT‘C) Per D!’.‘dUCUUH
* | I WANT TO DESIGNATE
Signature (X) Date all or a portion of my pledge to the following MN. NON
Heomia Adidzeds PROFIT ORGANIZATION, which is not a member of CFD.
City Lip 14 s

Cooperating Fund Drive 1619 Dayton #323 Saint Paul, MN 55104 (612) 647-0440

Receipts available from campaign volunteer

Thank You! €D (Ciry) (Zip)

RETURN BOTH COPIES — DO NOT SEPARATE

(#) (Agency Name) Per Deducuon

(Agency Address)




