[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]


7 January, 2005

Dr. Prodipto Ghosh

Ministry of Environment and Forests

Fax 2436 2746

Dear Dr. Ghosh,

In anticipation of a meeting of the National Advisory Council tomorrow I am sending you herewith a draft background note on "tribal evictions from forest land", prepared by me for the NAC members.  I would be grateful if you would let me know of any factual errors that may have crept in this note. 

In particular, I would appreciate confirmation that the account of the "dialogue with the MoEF" on 3 November 2004 (page 4) is accurate.

I have seen the letter of 21 December 2004 issued by the Ministry (signed by Mr. N.K. Joshi).  It is a very useful letter in many ways, and I have quoted it in this note.  However, it is not clear to me how the term "ineligible encroacher" is to be understood, and how ineligible encroachers are to be identified in the absence of a pro-active verification process.  If you don't mind I shall call you this afternoon for further discussion of this and related points.

With best wishes,

Jean Drèze
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