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California; and Miami, Florida.
Hoechst-Celanese plants across the coun-

try were hit as well. Hoechst, in the United
States, produce fertilizers, dyes, and other
chemical products.

The national headquarters of the Hoechst
company 1s located in Bridgewater, New
Jersey. Speaking at the demonstration of fifty,
there was Dr. Joel Brind, a steroid bio-chemist
from Baruch College of the City University of
New York. Dr. Brind first gained notoriety
with studies showing the connection between
abortions and increased risk of cervical can-

LT,

Bill Calvin, spokeman for the group and
president of Morris County Right to Life said,
“We want to tell Dr. Drew [president of the
company] and Hoechst that we don’t want
them producing RU-486. Stop killing babies!”

Among the other sites picketed were Char-
lotte, North Carolina; Dallas, Texas; Ports-
mouth, Virginia; Florence, Kentucky;
Spartanburg, South Carolina; and Kalama,
Washington.

The Response
Hoechst-Celanese in the United States de-

nied any connection to Roussel Uclaf; howev-
er, their own statement indicated that both
were part of the German company, Hoechst
AG.
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Almost 150 Portland, Oregon p}()tesrels lined the streets ()ufszde OHSU urging them to abandor
RU-486, where it is slated to be tested first in the United States.

Meanwhile, in Par-
is, France, after the
stockholder’s meeting,
Sakiz announced that
RU-486 would proba-
bly not be made avail-
ablein the United States
forabout five years. No
U.S. pharmaceutical
company is willing to
take on the pro-life
backlashif they were to
start manufacturing it.

President Clinton,
on the 20th anniversary
ofthe Roev. Wade abor-
tion decision, while
hundreds of thousands
marched against abor-
tion in Washington,
D.C., signed an execu-

tive orderpermitting the
drug to be imported for
experimentation. This,
however, has drawn no

interest from American
pharmaceutical manu-

facturers.
“No important lab-

oratory is ready to take
the risk of putting abor-
tion opponents on its
back.”. . .Sskiz . ex-

plained. W
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Woman’s death reveals
RU-486 dangers

o demonstrate the dangers of RU-
486, the French anti-abortion group,
Le Treve de Dieu, has documented

the death of 31-year-old Nadine
Walkowiak, a mother of five. In March of
1991, Walkowiak consulted her physician,
Dr. Patrick Annic, to confirm a possible
pregnancy. She wasreferred to ahospital in
Lens, France for an abortion.

She was not made to observe the legally
required reflection period ofone week, but
was given three 200 mg. tablets ofMifegyne
(RU-486) in the presence of Dr. Pas, an
abortionist at the Lens hospital, on March
21

The child was aborted.
However, complications set in shortly

afterwards. On March 23 at 10:15 a.m., she
received an intramuscular shot of 250 mi-
crograms of Naldor, a prostaglandin. She
died on the same day at 8 p.m. of a massive
coronary thrombosis.

Walkowiak’s husband, Christian Polveche,
a blue-collar worker, is now alone in rearing
the five children.

Le Treve de Dieu calls the incident “a
predictable accident." In November of 1987,
three years before the death, the Director of
Pharmacy and Medicine in the French Health
Ministry indicated there were “difficulties”
with RU-486.

He said, “It seems desirable to realize an
exhaustive evaluation of the technical, judi-
cial, and ethical aspects of any definitive deci-
sion about the authorization to put on the
market Mifegyne.”

Such an evaluation was never done. The
drug entered mainstream use in France virtu-
ally untested.

In May of 1988, Roussel Uclaf provided
dossiers on the drug to the AMM, the commis-
sion responsible for authorization to place
drugs in the market, AMMs evaluation of the
information was questionable, but the drug
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Action Leaguef() Life, a Charlotte, North Carolina pro-life ministry,
was represented by 10 picketers outside a local Hoechst plant.

Latonia, Kentucky picketer, Sandra Jones, has a

"special guest" in the form ofcut-outClinton. The
president authorized RU-486 experimentation.
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