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MACHINE AGE PARADOX

$12 A WEEK WORKERS GROW [N FLORIDA
By JAMES RUSSELL

Miami Herald Business Editor

Could you and your family live on
$644 a year?

That’s just a little more than $12 a
week.

Thousands of workers in Florida
are earning wages in that range and
are showing little inclination to try
for something better.

These disclosures show up in a new

study by the Federal Reserve Bank of
Atlanta, which makes frequent studies
of various facets of the South’s econ-

omy.
The low-wage workers the bank re-

fers to in its current monthly review
are migrant laborers who help harvest
the fruits and vegetables grown in
Florida.

Of the 63,000 migrant workers in
the South last year, the bank says, 80
per cent or more were employed in
Florida.

The Bank’s economists note, with
some surprise, that at a time when
machines are forcing thousands of
permanent workers off the farms and
into other lines of endeavor, the num-
ber of migrants is increasing—parti-
cularly in Florida.

“It is difficult to understand,” the
bank’s Monthly Review says, ‘“why
these people are willing to work for
such low wages when wages in
general have risen strikingly in re-
cent years,

“It is surprising, too, that such a

large number of these workers should
be employed in a farming system that
1s mechanizing at so rapid a pace.”

But, the report goes on, the very
fact that the migrants will work for
so low a wage keeps job opportunities
open to them at a time when auto-
mation and mechanization is growing
into a major national problem.

“Farmers have had little incentive
to substitute machinery for this low-
cost hand labor,” the Federal Reserve
Bank says.

“Unlike harvesting equipment that
1s expensive for farmers to keep up
even when not in use, migrant workers
cost the farmer nothing when unem-

ployed. More often than not they
live off the farm in migrant labor
camps or nearby towns and are paid
on a piecework basis for the jobs per-
formed.”

In Florida, the report says, ‘‘soil
characteristics often give the migrant
workers an advantage over the mach-
ine. Much of the land used for grow-
ing sugar cane, for example, is mucky.
Rain causes the cane to fall over in
the row, preventing machines from
traversing the fields without damaging
the cane.”

Factors such as these, combined
with expansion in Florida’s sugar and
citrus industries, have made the Sun-
shine State a happy hunting ground
for migrants.

“If gains in output of Florida’s sugar
cane and citrus continue,” says the
Federal Reserve Bank report, ‘‘there
may be an increase in the need for
migrant workers in that state.”

But despite the likelihood of a

greater demand for these workers
here, the bank says, ‘‘experts believe
there 1s little prospect for much im-
provement in wages.”

The bank’s report views with some
alarm the growth in the ranks of
people willing to work for less than
$700 a year but suggests that there
1s some hope that ultimately the situa-
tion will correct itself.

In the long run, the report says, the
supply of migrants will probably
diminish because their educational
level is rising.

““At the same time, it is likely that
farmers will eventually place more

emphasis on developing adequate
mechanical methods for harvesting
their delicate crops.”
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Order from Literature Agent, 11 Faneuil
Hall Sq., Boston 9, Mass., or Socialist party
of Canada, P.O. Box 115, Winnipeg.
p——— e —— —

ALBERNI, B. C.: All those interested in
a Discussion Class in the Alberni area
contact Don Poirier, 630 Leslie Avenue,
Alberni or Phone 29184. Correspondence
to P. O. Box. 1095.

BOSTON: Study Class on General Know-
ledge Test. Every Friday at 8:00 P.M.
11 Faneuil Hall Square, Boston. If office
closed, phone BI 4-8772 or AL 4-8354.

DETROIT: For further information con-
tact Secretary, Detroit Local, W. Kobus,
109 Fisher Ct., Clawson, Mich.

LOS ANGELES: Contact A. H. Smith, 406
So. Main St, Room 445, Los Angeles,
13, Calif.

NEW YORK: Economics Study Class, 3rd
Wednesday of each month, 8:00 P.M. at
Academy Hall, Room 15G, 853 Broad-
way, New York City. For information
write 84 Dean Drive, Tenafly, N. J.

SAN FRANCISCO: All those in the San
Francisco area interested in Socialism,
contact J. A. McDonald, 48 Turk Street,
San Francisco 2, Calif.

TORONTO, ONT.: All interested in form-
ing an S. P. C. Local, contact S. or G.
Catt, 184 Beech Av. or phone OX 9-5987.

VANCOUVER, B. C.: For further informa-
tion, contact Secretary, P. O. Box 2837,
Vancouver, B. C.

VICTORIA, B. C.: For local activities in
Victoria, B.C., contact C. Luff, Sec’y;
2518 Empire St., Victoria, B. C., Canada.

WINNIPEG, MAN.: Dominion Ex. Com. of
the Socialist Party of Canada meets on
2nd and 4th Friday of each month.
For information on New Study Class,
contact secretary, P. O. Box 115, Winni-
peg, Manitoba, Canada.


