“suicide is a relatively uncommon cause of death; fewer
than 20 boys out of every 100,000 who are alive, will
commit suicide in a year.”** Great care must be taken not
to endanger youths who otherwise would not be touched
by suicide in the name of “rescuing” a tiny portion of the
teen population who, in reality, are not best or most ac-
curately identified by their struggles over sexuality.

oreover, Gibson himself cites Remafedi in not-
ing that the “earlier a youth is aware of a gay
or lesbian orientation, the greater the prob-
lems they face and more likely the risk of suicidal feelings
and behavior.”* Paradoxically, programs like Project 10
encourage impressionable teens to take that potentially
lethal step of “identifying” themselves as homosexuals at
a young age. -

The dangers of pro-homosexual counseling programs
of the type envisioned by homosexual activists to “res-
cue” suicidal “gay and lesbian teens” is perhaps best de-

scribed by former homosexual Alan Medinger:

In schools all over the country, children...are
being labelled “sexual minority” students and
are being led to counselors drawn from the gay
community. How often are the deeply rooted
needs and biases of these “counselors” going to
lead them to counsel the “unsure” that they are
gay? “Unsure” in their minds often means that
the youngster is simply afraid of coming to terms
with his or her homosexualiry...

From every medical and health aspect—up to
and including the probability of becoming in-
fected with AIDS—it is tragic, even criminal to
lead a child into homosexuality because he or
she showed some degree of sexual confusion in
adolescence.*

(This article first appeared in the Family Research
Council’s /nsight, February 1994. Used by permission. |

Peter LaBarbera, a former reporter tor 7he Washington 1imes,
is executive director of Accuracy in Academia, a Washington,
D.C.-based group that monitors bias in higher education. He
is also publisher of The Lambda Report on Homosexuality, a quar-
terly newspaper focusing on the activities of the homosexual
rights movement. For information on AIA or 7he Lambda Re-

port on Homosexuality, call Mr. [L.aBarbera at 202-364-3085.
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