
Conclustop
Five and one half years is ditficult to compress when amimal. And, it is that uniqueness and the factors that

evaluating the development of ACORN. The big confribute to i that have &s much as anything else
streagths spring out: the vitality of the constituency, forged the role and responsibility of ACORN.
the diversity of issues, the quelity of the leadership atel levels, the comipetency of the staff, the magnitude ofsome of the victories, the political power buyilt by Where will ACORN 89 now? There are some simple
wuserling these same victories, and the broad answers. As a statewide organization, ACORN still has
multi-state impact of ACORN's organizing,

:

another Kalf-dozen regions that must be organized as

But, st the same time there are casily ignored the first eight have been, As a muiti.state Association,
phenomens which could quickly steer ape away from ACORN wil] clearly organize in yet more states, cities
Fedly urderstanding the organization. For example, and town. ACORN wil clearly get bigger and older,
ATORN would have lost every big campaign and by stil] Thege two things will increase its strength in whatever

fr.g the hundreds over the last years, would still be areas in which it works.e samme lovel of sirength. There zre other ey amples At the same time, one can wonder what unexpected
at every turn that would linger on the imponderable avenues ACORN may stifl travel. If it proceeds along
5 in the businesg of community organization, the lines it hag mzpped out to date, continued success
iCURN grew becayse ¢ was consistently able o put to can lead the organization even further past the bounds
et the folk smayths ganc popular ide dlogies about of what one noimally would expect of a ‘community
“rganizetiss, a%out people, about income breks, about organization,’ial divisions, and any number of other themes which Perhaps governmentai takeovers, similar to the
ave kilied other arganizations for one reason or Quorum Court victory last year in Little Rock, would
srother. I it had not, it would be something difierent, Tepeat themselves over gng over. Perhaps ACORN
or taore probably it would simply be the same as every would even up the ante at other levels of Bovernment as

oter Community organization,
time goes on.

» fact one of the Breatest strengths of ACORN is thedificulty which most veople have in sorting it into theuikal catepories of community action, citizen action,consumerism, environmentalisem op any of 2 number ofGoher restricting limits, Breaking these confines hag"liowed ACORN the ability to define itself, o set itsown ctandards and even the standards for other“AERTnLy organization, ACORN js a different kind of3
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Certainly, the process of ACORN development leagsapc to believe that the organization is coming closerand cieser to stretching the limits of what millions ofpeople in this country define as *possible." Perhaps inthe way stations of the country like Arkansgs, SouthDakota and even Texas, the rhetoric of power for low tomoderate income people will even become the reality,Who can tell?
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