Five and one half years is diificult to compress when
evaluating the development of ACORN. The big
steeagihs spring out: the vitality of the constituency,
the diversity of 1Ssues, the quelity of the teadership at
ail levels, the Coripeiency of the staff, the magnitude of
some of the victories, the political power buils by
anvering these same victories, and the broad
mult’-state impact of ACORN's organizing.

But, &t the same time there are casily ignored
phenorena which could quickly steer ape away from
really urderstanding the organization. For example
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Certainly, the process of ACORN development leaas
onc 10 believe that the

Crganization is coming closer
and cioser to stretching the limits of what millions of

people in this country define 2s “'possible."” Perhaps in

the way stations of the country like Arkansgs, South
Dakota and even Texas, the rhetor

moderate income peopie will aven
Who can (ell?

13




