
life than to shake it off. Once compulsion
for personal service is adopted in peace-
time, it will be hard to resist the extension
of the principle to all other aspects of the
nation’s life, including freedom of thought,
speech, and writing. We ought to think
carefully, and to think ahead, before taking
a decisive step towards totalitarianism. Or
are we so accustomed to our chains that
we are no longer conscious of them?
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“If, to pleasethe people, weoffer
what we ourselves disapprove,
how can we afterwards de-

fend our work? Let us raise

a standard to which the wise

and honest can repair. The

event is in the hand of God.”’

Attributed to George Washington
during the Constitutional Convention
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