Dear Friend,

Walk into an auditorium filled with high school kids
throwing paper clips around and announce, "Hi, I'm Michael,

and I have HIV" -- and you're likely to get their attention.
As a volunteer speaker for AIDS Action -- New England's
largest AIDS service provider -- I go out as many as three

times a week to talk about HIV and AIDS to people from all
walks of life who want to know more.

T tell the he facts abou V .
own experience living with the virus.

It's hard to get up 1n front of a group and reveal
personal things about yourself -- like how you practice safer
sex, or what it feels like to be discriminated against at the
dentist, or how you feel about dying.

But when I was infected there simply was no information
avallable about prevention NC want others: O _have the
fa s abo HIV that I didn' 1AV E « = an prote

hemselve;s ouldn't. That's the "HIV 101" part ot
my talk.

The other part 1s what happens when listeners say things
that are insensitive, hostile, or even homophobic.

One time a college student asked me why the law shouldn't
simply force all HIV+ men to undergo vasectomies. I
explained that medically this wouldn't prevent the spread of
the virus. It wasn't even necessary to talk about the issue

of discrimination -- I knew others could see i1t at work right
1n that room.

Later, the young man came up and shook my hand. I knew
he was making a gesture of apology that everyone 1n the
room could witness. And I felt as 1f T had accomplished an

important piece of work.

I believe that many people give to AIDS Action 1n support
of its lifeline services for people living with AIDS 1n our
community. Today, AIDS Action's clients number about 1,300
-- and more turn to us every day.
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