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Workers i New Zealand are re-
turning to their tedious tasks atter
the Christmas and New Year holi-
days. The time of handshaking and
fervent wishes for a happy and pros-
perous New Year i1s past. Things are
returning to normal. The messages
of Peace and good will to all men
that occupied the press and radio tor
that briet period, have been replaced
by the old tamiliar reports of war and
acts of anything but peace or good
will to anybody.

This New Year, 1963, in New Zea-
land 1s election vear. Shortly the vote
catching competition will be 1n full
swing. Candidates for political ofthce
will be bombarding the workers with
promises, assuring them that their
mterest 1s the candidate’'s sole con-
cern. Itach will put forward the argu-
ment that the policies of the opposing
candidates iorbode economic ruin. lt
1s a safe bet that the Common Market
and 1ts ruinous effects on the economy
of New Zealand will dominate the
clection speeches.

The Cuban situation which, we are
led to believe, placed the world on
the brink of atomic oblivion, received
i New Zealand only passing notice
as compared with Common Market
news. It would seem that the loss ot
markets and profits 1s more fear-in-
spiring than atomisation.

Much literature has been written
on the FKuropean Common Market by
all and sundry. The Communist Party
of New Zealand has 1ssued a pamph-
let, ““Wayv out of the Common Market
Menace,” by their General Secretary
Vic Wilcox. Therein 1s the “solution”
to the problems of “‘our” trade. To
the disposal of “our” dairy products,
1t 1s:

Establish each-way trade with the scclal-
ist world now. It is our only way out.”

In fact, the concern of these seli-
styvled Marxians for our masters mar-
keting difficulties 1s touching. On page
16 thev state:

“In this pamphlet we are dealing with the

issue of our primary exports and the prob-
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lem of markets. It is the first thing to
tackle, as all will agree. If we don’'t solve
1t, we face economic ruin,

“Fallure to do so will mean for workers,

farmers, businessmen, manufacturers and
small contractors either radically-reduced
wages and Incomes, unemployment, or bank-
ruptey.”’
The stupid inference in the pamphlet
s that the master class of N.Z. are
domg very little about the marketing
of thewr products.

The newspapers carry, almost daily,
reports ot the efforts of the various
marketing boards m establishing new
markets. Some 1dea of the obstacles
to overcome 1s shown by a Japanese
speaking journalist, Russell Orr, 1n
an article i the Dominion (Welling-
ton, Jan. 19, 1963). He points out:

“Many Japanese housewives abhor the
smell of mutton. First the housewife’s
interest in this kind of meat must be stimu-
lated. Then she must be shown how to pre-
pare this Kind of food. Most important of
all, the retail butchers must be interested
in celling mutton.”

Japan, ot course, 1s not a ‘“‘socialist”
country. However, the marketing
boards™ representatives must have
heeded the remarks of Mr. Wang
Nien-tsu, leader of a Chinese Peo-
ple’s Republic trade delegation to N.
/.., which do not augur well for the
development of a market for N. Z.
meat and dairy products in that coun-
trv. He 1s reported i “The Evening
Post” (Wellington, 2-2-59) as saying:

“We want to export more. China will
exert herself to expand her trade, but we
are not, Interested in dairy products. We
produce .enocugh milk and quite a lot of
meat; also our custonis of living are dif-
ferent.”

No doubt the various N. Z. market-
g boards are well aware of the ob-
stacles 1n  developing markets 1n
China. These people would not need
the advice ot the Communist party
brains trust to ‘“‘establish each-way
trade’” with the alleged ‘“‘Socialist
world” 1f the profits derived there-
from were large enough. It 1t 1s “‘their
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only way out” no doubt they will take
1it. History records, however, that
whatever the state ot the market for
our masters commodities, lucrative or
otherwise, the nosittion ot the work-

ers remains the same. In times ot so-
called prosperity, overwork, and

struggle 1in the effort to mamtamm or
improve working conditions; 1n de-

pression periods, unemployment with

its attendant distress and misery, The
market problem common to ail work-
ers 1s the sale ot their labouring pow-
ers on the labour market.

l[‘or workers, then, the “first thing
to tackle” 1s the task of studying
and understanding the conditions that
place them in a position ot selling
their mental and physical energies on
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the market. When workers under-
stand the nature of capitalism and 1ts
markets, thev will see their “only
way out’ 1s the socialist alternative:
“The establishment of a system of
society based upon the common own-
ership and democratic control of the
means and instrurients tor producing
and distributing wealth by and 1
the interest of society as a whole.”
Markets or places of =ale will then
no longer be necessary. Common Mar-
kets could not menace. Struggles over
markets and profits could not threaten
mankind with atornc cblivion. Mem-
bers of the Companmion Parties of So-
cialisin sav: study jusi that.

RON EVIERSON, Wellington, N. Z.

THE SHARK AND THE SARDINES

By JUAN JOSE AREVALO
Published by Lyle Stuart, New York, N. Y., 1961

This book makes interesting reading
for students of United States-South
American relations. It claims one
million South American readers betore
being translated into Inglish. Senor
Arevalo (President of Guatemala,
1945-1951) sets himself up as spokes-
man for the rapidly developing l.atin
American capitalist interests. In this
capacity he lays bare the ruthless
methods used by U. S. capitalism (the
Shark) in “‘glutting” the twenty South
American republics (the Sardines) of
natural resources and raw materials.
- The modern method of capitalist
penetration into a backward state
oenerally takes the form ot an exten-
sion of loans for industrial develop-
ment, officially signed contracts, finan-
cial support of political 1incumbents,
military aid, etc. When such meth-
ods fail, more overt measures may be
taken such as the originating and sup-
porting of malicious campaigns against
those in power, even the organization
of expatriates for the overthrow ot
existing (unfriendly) governments, or
the dispatch of American arms and
American ‘‘advisers.” Iarlier in this
century, however, American imperial-
ism was entirely open 1n 1ts methods
and would dispatch U. S. Marimes to

troubled areas 1in order to end the
“disorders,” and establish a regime
that would recognize the “rights” ot
American capitalism. This was how
the “siphoning oft” of wealth from
South America” by the United States
began.

The author gives detailed accounts
ot this process 1in Nicaragua, Panama,
etc., and quotes the contessions of
Brigadier General Smedley Butler,
highest ranking officer in the U. §.
Marine Corps i 1934, to support his
case. General Butler's words are
worth reprinting. He wrote:

“lI spent thirty three years (in the
Marines)... most of my time being a
high class muscle man for Big Business,
for Wall Street and the bankers. In
short, I was a racketeer for capitalism...
I helped purify Nicaragua for the inter-
national banking-house of Brown Brothers
in 1909-1912. 1 helped make Mexico and
especially Tampico safe for American oil
interests in 1914. I brought light to the
Dominican Republic for American sugar
interests in 1916. 1 helped make Haiti
and Cuba a decent place for the National
City (Bank) boys to collect revenue In...
I helped in the rapa of half a dozen Cen-
tral American republics for the benefit

of Wall St...




