Campaign for Survival and Dignity

C/o Bharat Jan Andolan, 11-A Nagli Rajapur, Nizamuddin (E), New Delhi 110013

16th August 2004

To,


The National Advisory Council,


New Delhi.

Sub:
Common Minimum Program “Eviction of tribal communities and other forest dwelling communities from forest will be discontinued”


Eviction & Threats of Eviction of tribal families from their homes in the forest area continues unabated in Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Tamilnadu & Gujarat


Friends,


Greetings from the National Campaign for Survival with Dignity, which has been spearheading the efforts to stop the eviction of tribal families from their homelands in the forest.


We appreciate that the UPA Government has clearly stated in Common Minimum Program that “Eviction of tribal communities and other forest dwelling communities from forest will be discontinued.’ We believe that the UPA Government will stand by the assurance that they have given the poor of India.


However, notwithstanding the assurance given to the adivasis, they continue to be evicted, threatened with eviction or assaulted by armed police brought to evict them. We don’t know whether there is any one in the NAC who represents the plight of the adivasis and tries to protect them from the wrath of the state.  Some details of the numerous incidents taking place all over the country are given in Annexure 1.

The threat of eviction, which confronts about 1.5 million adivasi families in the country is a result of the failure of the respective Forest Departments to implement the Guidelines issued by the Government of India on 18th September 1990. The Guidelines are annexed to this letter at Annexure 2. 


In view of the large scale threat confronting 1.5 million tribal families, the Inspector General of Forests issued a letter on 30th October 2003 assuring that no eviction drive will be undertaken without implementing the Guidelines of 18th September 1990 mentioned above. The letter of the IG of Forests is at Annexure 3.


The Supreme Court directed the Governments of Maharashtra & MP to implement the guidelines in WP 1778/1986 on 7th March 1996. (Annexure 4) The MP Government has not undertaken effective implementation to date. The Government of Maharashtra laid down a procedure to ensure implementation in a transparent and participatory manner with the concurrence of the Gram Sabha through an Order dated 10th October 2002. This is the only example of a procedure being adopted by any state government. The Order of the Government of Maharashtra is at Annexure 5.

We request you to use your good offices to stop the eviction of the tribals all over the country, notwithstanding the assurance given in the Common Minimum Program at the earliest. 

We request to ensure that the Forest Departments of the State Governments implement the Guidelines of 18th September 1990. 

We request you to use your good offices to ensure that a transparent and participatory procedure as laid down by the Government of Maharashtra is uniformly adopted across the country.








Yours sincerely,








Pradip Prabhu








National Convenor

