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RUTH: WHAT SHE REALLY GLEANED

"And she (Ruth) went, (to glean) and came, and her hap was to light
on a part of the field belonging unto Boaz...  (Boaz was) ...A
mighty man of wealth. And behold Boaz came from Bethlehem...
Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the reapers,

. ')NWhose damsel is this? From: BOOK OF RUTH CHAPTER 2

She stood breast high amid the corn,
Clasped by the golden light of morn,
Like the sweetheart of the sun,
Who many a glowing kiss had won.

On her cheeks an autumn flush,
Deeply ripened;---such a blush
In the midst of brown was born,
Like red poppies grown in corn.

Round her eyes her tresses fell,
Which were shiniest none could tell,
But long lashes veiled a light
That had else been all too bright.

And her hat, with shady brim,
Made her tressy forehead dim;---
Thus she stood amid the stooks,
Praising God with sweetest looks.

"Sure," I said, "Heaven did not mean
Where I reap thou shouldst but glean;
Lay thy sheaf adown, and come
Share my harvest and my home."

By...THOMAS HOOD


