Note on the proposed National Food Security Act

The draft “National Food Security Bill” of the Ministry of Food and Civil
Supplies has the following problems:

L.

Limited Coverage

. It limits the whole concept of food security to distributing

foodgrains to people living below the poverty line. In most
countries where there are laws on food security (and by all UN
Conventions), food security is understood to include nutrition
security.

. It is not in the spirit of the election promises made in the

Manifesto. “The Indian National Congress pledges to enact a Right
to Food law that guarantees access to_sufficient food for all people,
particularly the_most vulnerable sections of society.” [the present
draft neither guarantees access, nor does it provide “sufficient”
food. It has nothing for “all” people, nor a focus on “most
vuinerable sections”

. The National Food Security Act (NFSA) must ensure food for all,

addressing the concerns of availability, access and absorption. The
present draft addresses none of these sufficiently. The President’s
address mentioned: “My Government proposes to enact a new law
— the National Food Security Act — that will provide a statutory
basis for a framework which assures food security for all.”

. This draft does not cover any of the other food-security related

schemes that were meant to be brought under a single umbrella
including mid-day meals, integrated child development services
(ICDS), pensions (old age, widow and disability), maternity
benefits etc.

The Manifesto made a specific mention of vulnerable groups like
urban homeless and migrants. These have not been covered in the
present Bill.
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