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other communities.

Japan at the Crossroads

“In many ways I see a similarity be-
tween Japan 1n the 1980s and America in
the 1960s,” said Ishi in the interview with
the Trendsletter. Japan has become a
world power with significant overseas in-
vestments, similar to the situation of the
U.S. after World War II. Asthe economy
has boomed, there has been a rapid in-
crease 1n immigration. Older generations
who were less inclined to confront dis-
crimination have been replaced with a
younger movement tired of waiting for
full citizenship rights. At the same time,
Japan has become more aware of its inter-
national image, and more sensitive to in-
ternational pressure. This can be an ad-

vantage to the Japanese civil rights move-
ment, just as international attention some-
times affected the outcome of parts of the
civil rights struggle of the 1960s in the
United States. “Leaders in Japan might
not understand what all the problems are

“Leaders in Japan might not
understand all the problems
with Nakasone's comments,

but they do understand
pressure.”

with Nakasone’s statement,” Ishi told the

ments 1in another way — Japanese civil
rights legislation and immigration law is
often modeled on that of the U.S. “Unfor-
tunately, Japan learns from the bad side
and the good side of U.S. policies,” Ishi
pointed out, noting that the last immigra-
tion law passed in Japan was
modeled after the 1986 immi-
gration reform in the U.S. that
was widely denounced by im-
migrant rights groups here. On
the other hand, at the “Common
Ground” conference heldin San
Francisco, Ishi said, a represen-
tative from Japan remarked to a
member of the U.S.-based Na-
tional Network for Immigrant

and Refugee Rights that “when you work

Irendsletter, “but they do understand hard that helps us.”

pressure.”
The civil rights struggles in the U.S.
are important to Japanese minority move-
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—John Anner
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AIDS 1s a rapid killer for those on the
bottom of the urban class structure.
“People are dying everyday,” Andrades
said at the end of our half-day in the Ten-
derloin District, “and most of the time
nobody knows what they died from.”
One thing for sure, Andrades said, is
that the official statistics for the percent-
age infected with HIV are a drastic under-
count. “These people are angry,” An-
drades said, “and they have a night to be.”
The agencies that are charged with help-
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—John Anner
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