consume, if it is not the direct produce of our labour, | would take from us no more vegetables, since he could

goes for nothing. Do you want to know whether you are have them at home with less labour. He would bring us

rich? Never consider the enjoyments you obtain, but the 1 no more game, since we should have nothing to give him
|

labour you undergo. This is what the Moniteur Industriel in exchange, and we should then be in precisely the

would teach you. For myself.. who have no pretensions situation that you wish us in now.
to be a theorist, the only thing I look at i1s the loss of

our hunting. Fears

“R: Improvident savage! You don’t see that after hav-

A Strange Idea ' | J2) | | | |
ing annthilated our hunting by inundating us with game,

“F: What a strange turning upside down of ideas! But . . .
“R: No buts. Moreover, there are political reasons for
rejecting the interested offers of the perfidious foreigner.

“F: Political reasons!
“R: Yes. he only makes us these offers because they are

advantageous to him.
“F: So much the better. since they are for our advan-

tage likewise.
“R: Then by this traffic we should place ourselves 1n a

situation of dependence upon him.

“F: And he would place himself in dependence on us.
We should have need of his game, and he of our vege-
tables, and we should live on terms of friendship.

“R: System! Do you want me to shut your mouth?

“F: We shall see about that. 1 have as yet heard no good

réasoll.

“R: Suppose the foreigner learns to cultivate a garden.
and that his 1sland should prove more fertile than ours.

Do you see the consequence?

“F: Yes: our relations with the foreigner would cease. He
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he would annihilate our gardening by inundating us with
vegetables.

“F: But this would only last so long as we were in a
situation to give him something else; that is to say, SO
long as we found something else which we could produce
with economy of labour for ourselves.

"R: Something else, something else! You always come
back to that. You are at sea, my good friend Friday;
there is nothing practical in your views.

“l'he debate was long prolonged, and, as often hap-
pens, each remained wedded to his own opinion. But
Robinson possessing a great influence over Friday, his
opinion prevailed, and when the foreigner arrived to
demand a reply, Robinson said to him:

* ‘Stranger, in order to induce us to accept your pro-
posal, we must be assured of two things: The first is, that
your island is no better stocked with game than ours, for
we want to fight only with equal weapons. The second is
that you will lose by the bargain. For, as in every ex-
change there is necessarily a gaining and a losing party,
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