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20th Annusl Meeting of the Brazilian Society for Progress
of Science.

1. The Brazilian Society for the Progress of Science held its 20th
annual meeting in S#io Paulo during the week of July 8-12, 1968. The
Society prepared & report on the results of the subjects discussed during
the meeting and will submit it for the consideration of President Costa e

TENWRERY

Silva. (The following peraphrases the Portuguese text of the report.)

2. The document, which was published in several newspapers, says that
the 4,000 Brazilian scientists who met in S#o Psulo having in mind the
necessity of a reformulaticn in the Govermment's policy om science and
education in Brazil, the dissatisfaction of students, professors, scien-
tists and intellectual people towsrd the archaic structure of the
Bragilian educetional system, the lack of funds and decemt working
conditions for scientists in Brazil, the brain drain, not only from less
developed areas in the country, such as those of the Amagon and Central
Brazil, which are exposed to the ambiticn of developed countries; to more
developed areas as well as to foreign countries, decided to present the
following suggestions to the Govermment with the aim of helping it solve
or ab least remedy the problen of underdevelopment in the countey:

{(A) Education.

The Brazilien scientists who poréicipated in the meeting are of the
opinion that at least 307 of the national budget should be allotted to
education. They add in the document that no country in latin America
spent less monsy on education in percentage of its national budget in
1967 then Brazil which spent less than 10%. The document criticizes any
measure intended to meke students pay for their own education for this,
it says, "will lead to a greater concentration of power in the hends of
a small number of rich families and meke it difficult to carry out reforms
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vhich are basic and essential to development.” It adds that "the per-
centage of 7.4% of the naticnal budget which 1s allotted to education in
Brazil should be gradually but repidly incressed to at least 308 if
Brasil dogs not wish to be listed as one of the most boclmerd countries
in the world.” It suggests that each mmicipality inmedistely devote
b0k of 1ts budget to educstion and that the Govermment prepave a law
maldng this compulsory in the future. The following additional messuves
have besn suggested by the Bpazilisn Bociety:

{a) that universities mey have conditions to offer courses to the
people during wacation pericds, especially in the fields which directly
or indirectly affect production, so that these instituticns moy operate
all yeay around;

{v) that commmication media such ss radioc and televisicn be come
pelled to devote daily at leest one hour of prime-time to educational
programs under the oxientation of educational, scientific or cultursl
crgenizations.

The Brazilisn scientists who signed the document axe of the opinion
that the secondary educationnl system should be developed by nationsl
educators. Thay ave against "any renovetion progrem in the varicus
levels of education which mey result from any attempt to impose foreien
schened and models on 1t." Thoe dooument expresses the sclentists’
support o the majority of studonts® demands, plends for privete and
public support to education, and adds that "no independent country can
assign the mintenance of its educatiomal system to foreign goverments
or cppanizations.” It pleads for complete and effective scientific,
didactic, administretive and ewecutive avtonomy to state universities,
represantation of professors and studionts elected by their respective
organs in the direction of universities, and abolishment of life tenure
Jobs for university professcrs. 'These professors,” the document says,
"should not be linked to a given subject but should participate in the
units related to their speciality. It is fundamental, however, that the
iife tenmure job be yreplaced by a eriterium of stability and freedom of
tmm&ng“am expression vhich may pernit them to caryy cut their work

{B) Scientific Research.

The document states that, while developed countries spend % of their
grosa natiomal product on scientific reseerch, Bragil spends only 0.18%
on it. It pleads for more monsy for research and development and says
that industrial investments in this sector must be increased as a first
measure for the sclentific end technological independence of Brasil.

The Brasilian scientists present in the meeting complain sbout buresu-
cratic cbstacles to importation end say that they have Jeopardised
sciemtific yeseerch in Brazil. The document defends industrislisstion
of scientific equipment in the coumtyry, but says that todal and sutomatic
examptions of customs duties should be given %o the CliPg and other
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scientific institutions to import foreign equipment wihich is not pro-
duced in Brazil. The Brazilian scientists preise the Government's
efforts in stimlating the retuwrn of Brazilian scientists who are worke
ing abroad and suggest that eny judicial charges of a political nature
vhich may exist against researchers, educators and other intellectual
people be shelved. They also suggest that salaries to sclentists be
increased by at least 250) of their basic salary and plead for greater
support to national scientific societies. They are of the opinion that
every Braszilian tax payer should be allowed to invest 10/ of the tases
he hes o pay in national industries vhich carry ocut research; that
industries be allowed to deduct 57 of the tawes they have to collect
and invest it in the ClPg to be opplied to industrial research; and
that national and foreign industries which use forelgn patents end pay
royalties or use imported technical assistance be campelled to contri-
bute 107 of what they send abroed to the CNPy.

(C) Application of Results of Natiomel Research.

The participants of the meeting ask for laws to protect national inven-
tions and vhich moy stimulate their use in the national tervitory and
sey that reseerch can be only useful ¢o Brasil if the resulis are
rapidly utilized. For this purpose, they suggest that the National
Development Bank and the Ministry of Planning give priority attention
to projects of research which aim at the application of dinventiocns
developed in Brogil, that loans only be granted to industries which
have researchers and research loborataries and that all organs of pro-
duction of the Govermment be compelled to spend 3% of their gross
income on research and technologicel development. It adds that "any
industrial organization which doez not have a good team of engineers
and w;rsic:’;sts is bound to be sold to foreign arganizations or go bank-
rupt.” They conclude by suggesting that similer conditions eﬁﬁe:'b are
given to national scientists be given to foreign scientists wishing to
work in Brazilian wniversities and scientific institutioms.

(D) Develomment of the Amesom.

The sclentists present in the meeting are worried about the Ammzon
which they say hes been "improperly explored and may becoms a semi-
desert.” They suggest the use of efforts to develop agriculture and
stimlate cattle raising, and recamend the installation of an adequate
industrial complex for the regionsl conditions. Participents in the
meeting ask for greater support to Indians who live in the ares and
condemn all mistekes and crimes which have been committed against thenm.
They suggest that all judicial cherges against those responsible for
these crimes be speeded up and that the gullty be punished.

UCIASSIFIED




de Janeiro

Rio

UNCLASSIFIED . }

beate o)
P12 2

v

consumption of ‘
we wish to axpre $ U0 prograns which aim ot &

& o

- oo
J’,A"‘i;'i{}«,

national industa

reactor, which
a contribution

e st shn

PR
eans

.
¥

Brazil

-
(@ 44

e
110
Acduad CL Y

F ol i L

T Ao et
[t ®ih & 51,
RO g NS

2
g e
CLenu




