The Endangered Species Act (ESA) has been
used to:

1) Lock up vast areas of land from commodity
use, I.e. northern spotted owl used to shut down
timber harvest in the Pacific Northwest.

2) Deprive an individual of their constitutional
right of protection of private propernty, i.e. threat
of $100,000 fine and mandatory prison sentence
for killing an endangered wolf killing ones’ live-
stocKk.

3) Deprive one of their property without just
compensation, i.e. restriction on use and/or ac-
quisition of land as critical habitat for endangered
species.

The following changes, in order to bring
balance and to put the human factor back into
the ESA, are necessary:

1. Use only a biological and numerical defini-
tion of endangered species.

Biological Definition: Only pure species can be
listed. No listing based solely upon sub-species,
distinct populations or hybridization.

Problem Example: In 1944, Stanley Young and
Edward Goldman listed 24 sub-species of the
gray wolf. Today biologists feel there are no more
than 5 sub-species of the gray wolf. Even these 5
sub-species should be viewed with caution as the
biologists cannot tell them apart. The same can
be said of the northern spotted owl and California
spotted owl.

Numerical Definition: Only those species ac-
tually threatened with extinction (very few
animals) can be listed.

Problem Example: The gray wolf population of
North America numbers between 40,000 and
60,000 wolves. Due to national boundaries and
“distinct populations” listings, wolves in Alaska
and Canada are not considered in wolf population
counts. Thus, the wolf, while in no danger of
extinction, is “endangered” throughout the con-
tinental U.S., with the exception-of Minnesota
where it is listed asthreatened. The same problem
exists with bald eagles and grizzly bears (note:
there are over 40,000 grizzlies in North America).

2. The socio-economic impacts of a listing
must be considered. The current law makes no
such consideration.

Problem Example: Land values in an area of
Texas fell an estimated $300 million due to an ESA
listing of a songbird - the golden-cheeked warbler.

Also, the impacts of spotted owl listing on the
timber industry in the Pacific Northwest. The Wall
Street Journal recently reported a 25% cost in-
crease In wood products which was directly re-
lated to the listing of the spotted owl. Thus, the
nation, not just loggers, is impacted by the ESA
listing of the spotted owl.

3. There must be just compensation on any
taking of private property. The constitutional
rights of citizens must be protected.

4. Individuals must have the right to protect
their livelihoods and control endangered
species threatening their livelihoods.

Problem Example: Endangered wolves, grizzly
bears or eagles killing livestock cannot be killed
by the livestock owner. A federal judge ruled that
a person does not have the constitutional right to
protect their property from an endangered
species. In 1990, over 7,500 sheep and lambs
were Killed by eagles in the states of Wyoming,
Montana and Colorado alone.

5.:The ESA must recognize that extinction is
a normal part of the natural evolutionary
process. I he fossil record makes this abundantly
clear. Failure to recognize this phenomena will
result in wasting expertise and money on recovery
programs doomed to failure by this natural
process while people lose their jobs and go
hungry.

6. Time and Expenditure limits must be
placed on studies and recovery plans. The
American taxpayer is entitied to fiscal respon-
sibility of government agencies directed to saving
endangered species.

Problem Example: Figures released a few years
ago on the Bosqgue Del Apache Wildlife Refuge in
New Mexico revealed that the whooping crane
recovery had more than one million ($1,000,000)
in each bird.

7. Accountability must be required of govern-
ment agencies charged with saving en-
dangered species. This is in two areas: 1)
Standards must be set for best scientific and
commercial data. 2) Agency personnel must work
with the average citizen and not against them.
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WE NEED YOUR HELP! The Endangered
Species Act (ESA) is up for reauthorization.
Help spread the word! Photocopy this
brochure and give it to your national and state
legislators, friends, students, teachers, media
people, game biologists, and others. Write
articles and letters to the editor and expose
the problems with the Endangered Species Act
(ESA) and the need for change.

Is the ESA impacting your area? Write us with
the information and we’ll get the word out for you.
ABUNDANT WILDLIFE SOCIETY OF NORTH
AMERICA will do it with your help.

ABUNDANT WILDLIFE SOCIETY OF NORTH
AMERICA is a unique and distinctly different
wildlife organization. ABUNDANT WILDLIFE
SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICA advocates
Conservation - the management of wildlife by
man, instead of Environmentalism - the cyclic
“balance of nature” also known. as feast and
famine.

JOIN US TODAY! HELP BRING A
POSITIVE CHANGE FOR MAN, ANIMAL AND
THE ENVIRONMENT!

For More Information, Contact:
ABUNDANT WILDLIFE SOCIETY
OF NORTH AMERICA
12655 Highway 59 North
Gillette, WY 82716
(307) 682-2826




