
the creation of a new type of agrarian society
making use of cheap and inexhaustible power
for the benefit of individual small holders or

self-governing, co-operative groups. For the
peoples of such tropical countries as India and
Africa the new device for directly harnessing
solar power should be of enormous and endur-
ing benefit— unless, of course, those at present
possessing economic and political power
should choose to build mass-producing fac-
tories around enormous mirrors, thus pervert-
ing the invention to their own centralistic pur-
poses, instead of encouraging its small-scale
use for the benefit of individuals and village
communities. The technicians of solar power
will be confronted with a clear-cut choice. They
can work either for the completer enslavement
of the industrially backward peoples of the
tropics, or for their progressive liberation from
the twin curses of poverty and servitude to
political and economic bosses.

The storage of the potentialities of power is
almost as important as the production of
power. One of the most urgent tasks before
applied science is the development of some

portable source of power to replace petro-
leum — a most undesirable fuel from the
political point of view, since deposits of it are

rare and unevenly distributed over the earth’s
surface, thus constituting natural monopolies
which, when in the hands of strong nations, are

used to increase their strength at the expense
of their neighbors and, when possessed by weak
ones, are coveted by the strong and constitute
almost irresistible temptations to imperialism
and war. From the political and human point of
view, the most desirable substitute for petro-
leum would be an efficient battery for storing
the electric power produced by water, wind or
the sun. Further research into atomic structure
may perhaps suggest new methods for the con-
struction of such a battery.
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Meanwhile it is possible that means may be
devised, within the next few years, for applying
atomic energy to the purposes of peace, as it is
now being applied to those of war. Would not
this technological development solve the
whole problem of power for industry and trans-
portation? The answer to this question may
tum out to be simultaneously affirmative and
negative. The problems of power may indeed
be solved—but solved in the wrong way, by
which I mean in a way favorable to centraliza-
tion and the ruling minority, not for the benefit
of individuals and co-operative, self-governing
groups. If the raw material of atomic energy
must be sought in radioactive deposits, occur-

ring sporadically, here and there, over the
earth’s surface, then we have natural monopoly
with all its undesirable political consequences,
all its temptations to power politics, war, im-
perialistic aggression and exploitation. But of
course it is always possible that other methods
of releasing atomic energy may be discov-
ered—methods that will not involve the
use of uranium. In this case there will be no
natural monopoly. But the process of releasing
atomic energy will always be a very difficult
and complicated affair, to be accomplished
only on the largest scale and in the most elabo-
rately equipped factories. Furthermore, what-
ever political agreements may be made, the
fact that atomic energy possesses unique de-
structive potentialities will always constitute a

temptation to the boy gangster who lurks
within every patriotic nationalist. And even if a

world government should be set up within a

fairly short space of time, this will not necessar-

ily guarantee peace. The Pax Romana was a

very uneasy affair, troubled at almost every im-
perial death by civil strife over the question of
succession. So long as the lust for power per-
sists as a human trait—and in persons of a

certain kind of physique and temperament this
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