Report of the Activities for the Nation Convention

· Bijaya Panda did the legwork for checking and booking of the Hall.

Rajinder Bhavan Auditorium on Deendayal Upadhaya Marg Opp. Gandhi Peace Foundation booked for 7th and 8th December by Anil Chaudhari of PEACE. Auditorium has free seating for 250 persons and another 100 persons can be accommodated in the alleys.

Constitution Club (Speakers Hall) was found too small as it can accommodate only 200 persons. Tried for the side lawn, but that was not available. Main Lawn was available at Rs. 11,000/= per day. Decided against because of the costs.

· A Meeting was held with the Delhi Support Group on 5th November 2004. The meeting was attended by Rohit Jain (Sruti); Anil Chaudhari (PEACE); Ashok (Delhi Forum); Gam Shimray from TOM was called away to attend to a seriously ill relative at the last moment and could not attend. Bijaya Panda, Pradip Prabhu and Shankar Gopalkrishnan from the Campaign were present.

· Decisions taken at the Meeting

1. Anil Chaudhari will book the Auditorium of Rajinder Bhavan at Deen Dayal Upadhaya Marg for the Convention.

2. Anil Chaudhari has agreed to publish a book on Forest Struggles in time for the convention if complete articles on forest struggles are sent to him by the 25th of November 

3. Ashok from Delhi Forum has agreed to find cheap accommodation for the participants to spend the night of 6th to 8th December.

4. Rohit Jan has agreed to speak to Delhi Shramik Union to provide volunteers to help the participants

5. Rohit Jain has agreed to organize a Caterer through Delhi Shramik Union to provide meals (Breakfast+Lunch+Dinner) at Rs. 30/= per person

6. The Participants will have to contribute Rs. 100/= each for both days for board and lodge.

· Bijaya Panda and Bhavarsing Chandana will be in Delhi from 25th November to work for the Convention.

· Pradip Prabhu will be in Delhi from 1st December to work for the Convention

· Volunteers are invited to work for the Convention. Please help out. Please contact the Convenor if you wish to volunteer to help at  kasht@sancharnet.in or sruti@vsnl.com
Persons met and invited till 6th November 2004 

· Sunit Chopra of the All India Agricultural Workers Union of the CPI(M) – Bijaya Panda

· D. Raja (CPI. – TU leader)





    – Bijaya Panda

· A.B. Bardhan was not available in Delhi. Follow up   


    – Bijaya Panda

· Kuldeep Nayar 







    -  Bijaya Panda

· Mohan Jena (MP)







    -  Bijaya Panda

· Jean Dreze
 (Member NAC)





    -  Pradip Prabhu

· Bela Bhatia  (CSDS)






    -  Pradip Prabhu

· Atul Anjan (CPI – TU Leader)





    – Bijaya Panda

· Aruna Roy (Member NAC)





    -  Pradip Prabhu

· Dr. B. D. Sharma







    -  Pradip Prabhu

· Dr. A V S Reddy (Secretary MoTA)




    -  Pradip Prabhu

Please Note

· Each organization (not federation) will contribute Rs. 300/= for the Convention

· Ashok from Delhi Forum will send written invitations to all the others on the list.

· Ashok Chaudhari will contact the persons as agreed at Nagpur

· Shomitra will also contact those he has agreed to at Nagpur.

· Madhu is requested to contact all on the list particularly the ones marked against her name.

· Bhavarsing Chandana will invite the MoS for Environment.

· The list of persons to be invited is included with this mail. Any of the Campaign Members who would like to invite either prominent citizens, politicians, MPs, journalists who they know and feel they will support our cause and struggle are welcome to invite them.

· Copy of the invitation is being sent with is mail.

· Combat Law brought out by the India Center for Human Rights and Law is willing to dedicate the March 2005 Issue to the Forest – Encroachments & Eviction Issue. The articles should come in to me at kasht@sancharnet.in by 25th January 2005 so that I can forward them. The issue will also dedicate one page to each state for a concise but comprehensive description of the forest-tribal conflict.

Pradip Prabhu

