Many wamen migrte to the cities for
dc:mestlc.servants for rich and middle-cl
slaves with no protection from the law.

are preferred and pregnant women are d
which is

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

9. THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO

LEADER: "Forgive us for crucifying You again in their flesh "
ASSEMBLY: "For we knew not what we did." .

SCRIPTURES: Luke 23: 32-34

READ{E’R‘ #{l : We see qesus being executed in one of torture's most cruel ways - by
crucifixion, by being nailed to a cross, and left there to hang until he dies.

And yet, with compassion and with insight, Jesus can sa him
" e ’ y of those who torture
Forgive them, God, because they don' -

of widespread torture, we ask "Why?"

and minds can only be the work of an insane, or desperate,
Unfortunately, many torturers come from "

El Salvador's military leader,
100,

Just society in El
death, if it be accepted by God, be for the liberation of my people and a testimony

of hope for the future. If they succeed in killings me, I will forgive and bless those
who do it...a bishop will die, but the church of God, which is the people, will

never perish...May God have mercy on the assassins."

7.
READER #1: Truly, he was a righteous man.

SONG (optional): "To Each Waman, Man , and Nation" (Tune: "Once to Every Man & Nation)

LEADER: Forgive us, Lord, when we fail to see the "enemy" in ourselves.
Forgive us when we humiliate or demean any other person.
Glve us strength, dear God, to forgive, even reconcile with
those who persecute us for our efforts to do your will.
O God, may there be a world awakening against the madness of the way of
assassins, oppressors, and torturers.
ASSEMBLY: "Let us be united in faith and hope.”

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

10. SAVE YOURSELF

LEADER: "Forgive us for crucifying You again in their flesh."
ASSEMBLY: "For we knew not what we did."
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 27:39-44

READER #1: We see Jesus being mocked while he hangs on the cross. We see the un-
belief of the witnesses as they dare Jesus to come down from the cross to prove he's
the Son of God. Where once the cross was a tool of torture and death, through his
resurrection victory, he gave proof that he was the Christ.

READER #2: Oscar Ramero lives\(:oo, 1n the struggle of the poor. He said, "they can
kill me, but they can't kill the voice of justice...If God accepts the sacrifice of
my life, may it be that my blood serve as the seed of freedom."

Jon Saobrino said,"Maura, Ita, Dorothy, and Jean are Christ dead today. But they
also are the risen Christ who keeps alive the hope of liberation...Even though four
bodies fill us with sadness and indignation,...with Maura, Ita, Dorothy, and Jean,
God came to El Salvador!"

The blood of martyrs is the seed of liberation.

READER #1: And the crucifixion crowd shouted, "Come down fraom the cross.”
SONG (optional): "O Came and Mourn With Me Awhile"

LEADER: O Lord, your cross 1s victory! You have nothing to "prowve" to us.

We pray thanksgiving in the words of Maura Clarke,

"Though I am samewhat fearful of the days ahead for our people of El Salvador,
I feel convinced, Lord, that you want me there;

that you will give me the light and strength I need.”

ASSEMBLY: "Let us be united in faith and hope.”

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

11. WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?

LEADER: "Forgive us for crucifying You again in their flesh."
ASSEMBLY: "For we knew not what we did.”
SCRIPTURES: Mark 15: 33-37

READER #1: We see Jesus reaching his final moment of abandonment. Into God's hands
Jesus comits his spirit.

READER #2: lLonliness is accelerated during times of suffering. Yet it is then that
we can reach the ultimate in faith. In terms of what abandonment meant to him, listen
to the thoughts of Adolfo Esquivel, nonviolent activist from Argentina and the 1980
Nobel Peace Prize winner: "I was in a torture center, imprisoned in a small cell with-
out light or sanitary facilities. When they opened the door, letting in the light, I
could see many inscriptions on the walls.gne day, written by a finger dipped in blood,
I read these words, "Dios no mata'- God does not kill."

A Chilean priest writes,"The first time I was tortured, I tried to act as I
thought a priest would act. The second time, I was conscious only of the pain.”




