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couple of centuries ago Jonathan Swift, of
Gulliver's Travels fame, wrote an essay that

columnist Charles Osgood later referred to as “A
Modest Proposal for Preventing the Children of Poor

stew was, on the whole, a reprehensible idea.
On the other hand, a fetus could make for a

delectable meal without the drawback of selling
infants. For one, a fetus is probably a most succulent
meat, extremely tender and boneless. Secondly, the
mother would have lowered her own production
costs by not having to provide a special diet for the
little one in order to fatten it up.

But most importantly, there should be no hue and
cry of cannibalism against this suggestion, as could
be made against Swift's original proposal because—
as any pro-choice advocate will tell you—a fetus is
not a human being.

Furthermore, you will be especially pleased to
know that this proposition is one of those ideas that
possesses a long list of advantages with no visible
drawbacks. For example, because there are only
about two million abortions a year, dishes such as
fetal marinara and ribless babybacks would be likely
to be considered a delicacy. Therefore the impover-
ished mother would be able to charge handsomely
for her fetal stuff, thereby helping her to improve her
heretofore dire financial situation. On the other side
of the dining experience the consumer would know
that he or she was turning a potent negative into a

lovely and delicious positive. Thus, not only would
the food simply provide physical sustenance, it
would also fill the diner with a sense of doing good
while eating well.

Additionally, research has shown that fetal tissue
can have powerful rejuvenative effects. It has even

been reported that some very wealthy, famous people
regularly travel to Europe to receive injections of
fetal sheep cells and get good results including the
reversal of the physical signs of aging. If sheep cells
can work such wonders, imagine the benefits of
ingesting the fetal cells of pre-humans, whereHocolst Tpodut Dogus puvshnug chromosome compatability would be a given. (I use

1 the term pre-humans to reiterate the widely con-léfige Dak Till lSDrowl ol e E. tended fact that fetuses are not actually people.) Thus
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S A" serve as a lasting reminder of his or her good deed.

V&g:lpt IEC, Whip 360 P:j\z? This feature could well make the market worth of
those little dinner loafs extremely valuable.

Some mothers and fathers may even opt to save

their little magic potion for themselves, instead of
going for the cash. Either way the parents would

come out way ahead, either with a financial nest egg
or with a tasty yet powerful health and beauty
treatment that they would not otherwise be able to
afford. Another important benefit would be theHoechst Product Bossibie pbt People from Being a Burden to Their Parents or the relief it could bring to many women who might
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become a part of our cultural fabric, a mini-Thanks-
giving celebration if you will, for all parties involved.
Finally, I must add this postscript. Lest you mistrust
my motives in providing such an ingenious yet
simple solution to a presently distasteful problem, I
am a sin gle male of little means and thus can benefit
neither personally nor financially from this poten-
tially lucrative idea. It is my fondest hope that this
generous gift is accepted in the same spirit in which
it is offered, and that only good comes from it,
thereby putting the heretofore vexing abortion debate
behind us. Bon appetit! m

William Kelley Eidem,. a senior English major, is the
Wednesday columnistfor the University ofMaryland
Diamondback. [Mr. Eidem’s previous column in the
September 1994 issue first appeared in The
Washington Post.
Reprinted by Permission

s
vl

L

TR

N

3

e

&5

o

3

o

SR

7

AN

LIFE ADVOCATE, OCTOBER 1994 35


