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cessful, the program will mean a break with
techniques promoted in the Third World by
both East and West.

Development questions are more compli-
cated than whether wealthy nations should
give more foreign aid or less. But that choice is
particularly stark at a time when an unprece-
dented drought in Africa has raised the spectre
of hundreds of thousands—if not millions—ot
starvation deaths.

Over the long term, though, the develop-
ment debate hinges less on immediate practi-
cal problems than on world views.

Proponents of a new international economic
order are alarmed at the resurgence of viewing
Africa as a victim of its own primitivism.
Wheatcroft. for example, judges the ftormer
colonies of French West Africa as “successtul”
__and attributes this to the fact that their econ-
omies are still largely run by French expatri-
ates.

But he defends himself against the charge of
racism he seems to anticipate. “Certainly rac-
ism’ in the sense of contempt for other peoples
and cultures is odious,” he concedes, “but it is
not more silly and damaging than to lie about
other peoples and cultures.

To those whose perception of Africa is “too
sloomy,” Wheatcroft offers this comfort: “De
Tocqueville once pointed out to a racist friend
who sneered at primitive peoples that the peo-
ple of Britain were once the most barbarous
and primitive in Europe and two thousand
years later they were running the world. . . .
Who knows? Africa may yet have something to
teach us all.”

Wheatcroft does not acknowledge that his
comfort is a small one to Africans living in this
century or the next. By contrast, the struc-
turalists believe change is possible, a mater ot
human choices. Despite all their warnings ot
impending disaster, they emerge as the true
optimists. W
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future.

Development By People includes a formida-
ble and selective bibliography ot items com-
prising more than 2,000 current titles, which,
together with the text, will provide a wealth of
information and insight for serious students of
world development. And it will be of particular
help to those interested in “alternative” forms
of genuinely participatory foreign assistance
which are well outside of current establish-
ment models.

Gran concludes that his proposals call for the
launching of a new academic discipline, de-
scribed as “humanistic economics,” which
would focus on improvement of the human
condition rather than growth of the Gross Na-
tional Product.

Such a discipline, it is argued, might help
persuade the globe's current power brokers
that the policies of the past can only result
in the continuing debasement of the human
race. E
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MOZAMBIQUE

ism have made Mozambique highly vulnerable
to economic pressure from Pretoria.

Unlike many other former colonies, the Mo-
zambican economy was organized not so much
around one cash crop or mineral export as
around the provision of services—railways,
ports and labor—to its neighbors. Thus, Mo-
zambique’s choices today are severely limited
by geography and history: Nobody other than
South Africa is interested in buying large
amounts of Mozambican labor, and, despite
the increased use of Mozambican railways and
ports by Zimbabwe and other sympathetic
countries, South Africa remains the obvious
natural customer tor Maputo.

Is there any way out? The government re-
port to its debtors expresses cautious optimism
that the deficit on the balance ot payments
gradually can be reduced over the rest of the
decade, and that agriculture will begin to re-
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cover this year—a prediction made before the
heavy flooding at the beginning ot February.

The document also points to an improve-
ment in the military situation, with the suc-
cesses achieved by the Mozambican army
against the MNR in late 1983. Much hope,
however, is clearly placed in the recent nego-
tiations with South Africa.

“These talks,” says the report, “are designed

to create an atmosphere of neighborly relations
based on the recognition and application of
the universally accepted principles of peacetul
coexistence. . . . These talks permit Mozam-
bique to face the future with greater hope and
confidence.”

Whether South Africa has really decided to
call a halt to its “undeclared war,”  however,
remains to be seen. ' %
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