11 May 2005

Mrs. Sonia Gandhi

Chairperson

National Advisory Council

Dear Mrs. Gandhi,

I am sorry I missed the last meeting of the National Advisory Council (on 7 May), due to unavoidable personal circumstances.  As you know, my mother has been critically ill for some time, and as she lives with me I am unable to travel for the time being.

I understand that a draft “Social Security for Unorganised Workers Bill” was discussed at the meeting.  I have been involved in earlier consultation processes on this issue, including the recent meeting at the Ministry of Labour, convened by the NAC.  There have been a number of ongoing efforts and discussions around this Bill, which involve a large number of civil society organisations.  The Ministry of Labour had agreed to convene an in-depth, broad-based consultation to bring all the concerned groups together and draft a comprehensive legislation for unorganised workers.  Before the NAC takes a position, it is important to allow this consultation to take place and to take into account the views expressed there.  The draft tabled at the last NAC meeting could be circulated and discussed on this occasion, among other proposals.

Given the critical importance of this issue, it is imperative to do justice to the ongoing consultation process and let it reach a conclusion.  I suggest that the NAC urge the Ministry of Labour to proceed with the agreed consultation, after which the matter could be discussed again in detail at the NAC.
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With warm regards,

Aruna Roy

Cc: NAC secretariat and all members of the NAC

