Based on the draft rehabilitation policy, discussions among a small group of concerned persons (List attached), on 19 November, 2004, a certain broad and tentative consensus emerged around the issues listed below. However, it was agreed by all that most of these issues need to be more widely discussed among groups and movements working in different parts of the country and on displacement and related issues in different sectors (eg. mining, dams, urban evictions, forest evictions, coastal evictions, etc.). It was also thought important to discuss these issues with academics, NGOs, professionals, civil servants and other categories of concerned people.

Therefore, within the existing time constraints, the following strategy was decided upon.

1. It was decided that the draft rehabilitation policy, along with a report of the discussion in Delhi, should be widely circulated, as described above, and groups and movements encouraged to discuss and send it back with their comments. 

2. In the meanwhile, it was suggested that we divide among ourselves the responsibility of compiling these comments and of producing amendments and/or additions to the proposed policy draft. Accordingly, the persons listed below are requested to draft out amendments additions to the draft policy document, on the topics mentioned against their names.  

i. Pradip Prabhu  - Scope and applicability of the policy

ii. Shripad Dharmadhikary – The planning process

iii. Chitraroopa Palit – The implementation process

iv. S. Parasuraman – Social Appraisal

v. Medha Patkar – Rehab Package

vi. Usha Ramanthan – Institutional Structures

3. The methodology suggested would involve looking at the relevant section of the draft policy, in light of the discussions held in Delhi and the comments that might come in from the various informal and formal consultations, and redrafting them so as to incorporate the required changes.

4. Any one, including the participants of the discussions in Delhi, are welcome to send in their comments on any subject to the compilers listed above, with a copy to NCPRI:

-Rakhi (rakhi.sehgal@gmail.com) 

-Vishaish (vishaish@vsnl.net)  

-Shekhar (shekharsingh@vsnl.com) 

5. Once a revised draft policy is formulated then a group comprising mainly of the legal experts, including Sanjay Parikh, Prashant Bhushan and Usha Ramanathan, along with Harsh Mander, could formulate the amendments required to the Land Acquisition Act and other relevant acts, in order to give the proposed policy legal sanctity. They could also examine the question of whether the Land Acquisition act needs to be amended or repealed and replaced by a new act.

6. The revised policy document, along with the proposed amendments and new laws, would be discussed by the participants of the consultation scheduled on 28 and 29 December, 2004 at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai.

7. Following this consultation, the policy and law would be further revised and fed into the National Advisory Council for their consideration, approval and recommendation to the Government of India. 

8. The time frame of this whole exercise is constrained by the fact that if we want this issue to be taken up at the 7 January meeting of the NAC, we have to give them the document by 30 December, 2004. Therefore, the proposed time frame is as follows:

TIME LINE 

By November 23: Email sent out to all participants of NAC consultation meeting with 3 attachments –

a) Draft Policy; 

b) Suggested Amendments on which there is consensus; 

c) Issues highlighted on which subgroups are to work.

[Action: Rakhi, Shekhar]



November 23 – December 7: Circulate the Draft Policy + the 2 notes (see 1 above) to all your constituents and groups.

[Action: All Participants]



By December 7: 

All names of invitees to be sent to Parasu at TISS (sparasuraman@tiss.edu) AND his assistant Ms. Roja Pillai (roja@tiss.edu).

[Action: All Participants]



By December 15: All comments on the Draft Policy and notes to come to 

-Rakhi (rakhi.sehgal@gmail.com) 

-Vishaish (vishaish@vsnl.net)  

-Shekhar (shekharsingh@vsnl.com) and 

-the six compilers listed in 2 above. 

i. Pradip Prabhu  (pradip_prabhu@yahoo.com)

ii. Shripad Dharmadhikary (manthan_b@sancharnet.in)

iii. Chitraroopa Palit (nobigdam@sancharnet.in)

iv. S. Parasuraman (sparasuraman@tiss.edu)

v. Medha Patkar (medha@narmada.org)

vi. Usha Ramanthan (uramanathan@ielrc.org)

[Action: All Participants]



December 15-22: Finalisation of revised draft policy document, based on the inputs received from the compilers..

[Action: Vishaish, Rakhi, Shekhar]



December 22: Draft policy document to be sent out to all Nov 20 meeting participants. 

[Action: Vishaish, Rakhi]


December 28-29: 

National Consultation at TISS, Mumbai



December 30: 

Draft to be finalized to feed into the NAC meeting on January 7, 2005.



