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“I never

dreamed
that after
all I'd
done, God
could still
love me.

Though I

felt dis-
qualified,
God still
accepted
me.”

This testimony first appeared
in the September 1999 issue

ofCharisma & Christian
Life magazine. Christine can

be contacted at: Worthy
Creations, PO Box 550637,
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33355.

other before we made any plans with other friends. I
felt Iwould die if she withdrew from the relationship,
even slightly. Our lives revolved around each other in
a consuming sort of way. These qualities, I learned
later, were all characteristics of an emotionally-de-
pendent relationship.

My relationship with Kim lasted a year and a half,
until my mom found out after discovering a love note
I had written to Kim.

My mom demanded that the relationship stop,
embarrassed to have a gay daughter. She also called
Kim’s mom, and together they plotted to end our love
affair. Eventually they were successful.

Afterwards, at 17, I began to experiment with guys
sexually to find out if I was really gay or not. Each time
I felt used and degraded because the guys didn’t care
about me at all—they only wanted sex. As a result I
knew I preferred being with a woman. I found it very
gratifying, and it felt natural to me.

In college I continued in homosexuality. Once
again, I enjoyed being the center of another woman’s
world. It also filled a void in my life as I deeply longed
to be loved. My last girlfriend, who was seven years
older, was a Christian and she struggled with guilt
because she was brought up believing homosexuality
was a sin. I struggled with guilt because she was
married. Her husband worked 70-80 hours a week,
leaving her emotionally needy and susceptible to
looking outside her marriage to meet her needs.

While we were lovers, she stayed involved in her
church throughout our 18-month relationship and
her divorce. One day I expressed my interest in
joining her church softball team. She told me I'd have
to join the church and I told her no way. But for some

reason the coach let me play.
I never anticipated the impact this softball team

would have on me. My teammates were so loving and
accepting. They knew I was different, but they never
treated me like an outsider. I wanted to know more,
and I wanted to experience what they had so I started
going to church regularly.

I never dreamed that after all I'd done, God could
still love me or that He would even want me. Here I
was, a lesbian and a homewrecker. Though I felt
disqualified, God still accepted me. I became a Chris-
tian in November 1989.

My girlfriend and I wanted to do
the right thing, but our physical
relationship continued for many
weeks. Eventually I broke off the
friendship with my lover, but con-

tinued to suffer in silence with my
homosexual desires. I was even

angry at God for making me gay, not
understandingthat He doesn’t make
anybody homosexual. Like many
lesbians, I chose this path because

Christine and her father attended the
1999 Exodus conference together.

I had been trying to protect against further hurt from
a man and I was looking for my mother’s love that I
didn’t receive when I was a girl.

Then I heard the president ofExodus International
on the radio. I marveled at the wisdom of this man, Sy
Rogers, who obviously understood the struggle I was

in as he counseled people on a call-in show. When he
announced the date of a seminar in Orlando, just two
hours from my hometown of Tampa, I made plans to
attend.

That seminar changed my life as I heard Sy share
his own story of overcoming a lifetime of homosexu-
ality, and I was filled with hope that I could, too. I
found out about an Exodus ministry in Tampa, and
began attending weekly supportgroup meetingswhere
Ilearned aboutthe roots ofmyhomosexual struggles.

I also attended the annual Exodus conference that
year in San Antonio. There I participated in a “make-
over” session which had a deep impact on me. For
the first time since I had been sexually abused, I
wanted to be pretty, just like other women at church.
AsIwalked back to mydorm room after the makeover,
a thought hit me and stopped me in my tracks.

"Do you remember those girls back home at
church that you envied because they were beautiful?”
God seemed to be asking me. “You're no different.
You are beautiful—just like them.”

Stunned, I continued down the path to my dorm as

tears stained my cheeks. All my life I struggled with
intense feelings of inadequacy about being a girl and
suddenly I saw myself as just like them.

When I returned to my church in Tampa, I asked
all my friends to start calling me “Christine.” Though
it felt odd at first because I had always been “Chris,”
[ wanted to embrace my femininity. In the church I
met godly, strong women who helped me to see that
being female wasn’t a liability.

I also saw men in a different light. They were true
friends, and they were interested in me, not sex. For
the first time, I felt safe as a woman.

The key to my healing was developing healthy
same-sex friendships. I also saw a counselor to help
me deal with the sexual abuse and dysfunctional
family issues while continuing my involvement in
church and Exodus. With God’s help and the support

of caring people, homosexuality
no longer casts a shadow on my
life.

This summer my Dad and I
attended the Exodus conference
together, where I taught a work-
shop. I never dreamed that the
man who first inspired me to
believe thatbeingawoman wasn’t
good or safe would one day ac-

company me as I went to tell
others it's a lie. ®
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National Gay Leaders Deny “Ex-gay” Claims
COLORADO SPRINGS—Leaders from some of the
largest pro-gay organizations in the country met
August 23-24 in Colorado Springs for a “National
Religious Leadership Roundtable” conference to
“affirm gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender equal-
ity.” Organizers chose Colorado Springs as the
meeting site because of the city’s large evangelical
Christian population.

“We are coming to the religious right’s front
porchin Colorado Springs to tell the world that they
do not speak for all people of faith,” said Laura
Montgomery-Rutt, national organizer for Equal
Partners in Faith.

Invitations to attend a

panel discussion on the
opening night were sent
to local churches and or-

ganizations. Several ex-

gay staff members at Fo-
cus on the Family, includ-
ing Exodus chairman
John Paulk, attended.

The local newspaper,
The Gazette, said orga-
nizers wanted to “draw
voices from both sides of
the debate” but John said
the ex-gay perspective
was not represented.

Amy Tracy, a former
lesbian who works at Fo-
cus on the Family, also
attended the panel dis-
cussion, and said she was

offended by the off-color
jokes and sexual innuen-
does exchanged among
panel members. She cited
one example: Judas’s be-
trayal of Jesus with a kiss
was made into a sexual
joke. “That grieved me,”
Amy said, “and I felt it
grieved God as well. I
walked away with very
little respect for the panelists because of those
remarks.”

In a letter published by The Gazette, pro-gay
religious leaders singled out Focus on the Family
for special condemnation because of the ministry’s
“false and inflammatory rhetoric against homo-
sexuality and homosexuals.”

But the letter, addressed to Dr. Dobson, was pub-
lished in the newspaper before Dobson had even re-

ceived a copy. “This was a deliberate political ploy,”
John Paulk said. “They were not truly interested in an

open dialogue, in a meeting of the minds.”
Dr. Dobson said, “This was primarily a political

gathering, and not one designed to promote tolerance
and understanding. It was to advance the cause of the
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This full-page newspaperad featuring ex-gays and their
families appeared in the Colorado Springs Gazette.

homosexual activist movement.”
John Paulk agreed. At the meeting, John handed a

written note to the panel, apologizing for any Christians
who had wrongly told them that God did not love gays

and lesbians. “My apol-
ogy was categorically de-
nied by several of the
panelists,” he said. John
also submitted a written
question to the panel,
“Do you believe my ex-

perience as a former ho-
mosexual is valid?”

After seeing his ques-
tion, John said the atmo-

sphere among the panel
members changed. “It
seemed like aveneer was

removed. Previously, they
had been smiling, happy
andjoking. ButI saw real
venom emerge in re-

sponse to my question.”
John said his experi-

ence as a former homo-
sexual was totally invali-
dated. “They said the ex-

gay movement is a sham,
that ex-gays only exist
within their own mind.”

Later, Focus on the
Family placed a full-page
ad in The Gazette news-

paper, defending the fact
that homosexuals can

change through the love
and power ofJesus Christ.

A group of ex-gays and their families posed for the
ad’s photo, including John and his wife, Anne, and two

sons; Doug Houck (Where Grace Abounds/Denver);
Michael Haley and his wife, Angie (Focus on the Family)
plus several others. “We are living proof [of change].
The love of Jesus Christ drew us out of homosexuality.
We do exist,” the ad said.
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* Oct. 15-16/Asheville, NC.

“Ministering to Sexual Broken-
ness” conference, featuring David
Kyle Foster. Info: 828/258-8720.
* Oct. 16/Austin, TX. “Champi-
ons By Grace,” the annual South-
west Central Exodus regional
conference. Info: 512/930-3970.
* Oct. 16/Fresno, CA. “Homo-

sexuality: A Christian Response in
an Age of Confusion,” featuring
Joe Dallas, Bud Searcy, Russell
Willingham, Donna Hopkins, &
others. Sponsored by New Cre-
ation Ministries. Info: 559/227-
1066.
* Oct. 20-23/Atlanta. “Family &
Friends Weekend," featuring Anita
Worthen and others. Sponsored by
Resurrection Life. Details: 404/
636-5924.
* Oct. 22-23/Charlotte, NC.
Friday night “Mega Youth Rally”;
and Saturday conference, “God,
the Media, Sex, and Our Kids.”
Both events feature Mike Haley
from Focus on the Family. Spon-
sored by Recovery House. Info:
704/536-6705.
* Oct. 29-30/Johannesburg,
South Africa. “Living Waters for
Africa” conference, featuring staff
from Desert Stream (Los Angeles).
Info: TRAILBlazers, phone: +27
11 704 1397; e-mail:
trailblazers@icon.co.za.
* Oct. 30/Elizabethtown, PA.
Second annual “Change My Heart”
Sexual Healing Conference, fol-
lowed by evening banquet. Spon-
sored by Day Seven Ministries.
Info: 717/367-7117.
* Nov. 5-6/Richmond, VA.
Healing seminar with Clay and
Mary McLean, sponsored by Set
Free. Info: 804/358-8150.
* Nov. 6/Sacramento. “Love
Won Out” conference on youth
and homosexuality, featuring Jane
Boyer, Joe Dallas, Mike Haley,
Joseph Nicolosi, John Paulk.
Sponsored by Focus on the Family.
Info: 719/531-3400.
* Nov. 18-20/Crystal, MN.
“Pursuing Relational Wholeness”
conference. Info: 612/537-8905,
ext. 1115.


