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The high-tech revolution is transforming the
economy, from manufacturing to informa-
tion processing to the service industries.
Corporations see this momentous devel-
opment as an avenue to greater profits—
over the backs of the workers and their un-

ions. Mass layoffs, the de-skilling of the
workforce, robots replacing workers—the
business magazines are upbeat that this will
revive U.S. industry and foster labor-man-
agement “‘cooperation.”

Sam Marcy presents a very different pic-
ture. High tech has brought a general anti-
labor offensive. Wages are dropping, work-
ing conditions are deteriorating and the
labor movement is in a crisis.

But what does the future hold? Are strikes
like Hormel and Phelps Dodge symptomatic
of a new anger and fightback developing
among the workers? And who are the work-
ing class anyway? Marcy develops a thesis
that the growing preponderance of lower-
paid workers, especially women and Third
World people, is leading to a political shift
in the labor movement. This view is richly
documented with concrete examples and
statistics.

“High Tech, Low Pay" is for anyone think-
ing about the new technology and its social
impact. But Marcy's innovative discussion
of defensive and offensive strategies for the
working class will be of special interest to
labor and political activists.

INCLUDES:
® The crisis in the trade unions
® The scientific-technological revolution and mass layoffs
® Cyclical vs. structural crises in the capitalist economy
® The new social composition of labor
® Technology and national oppression
® Defensive and offensive strategies for a fightback: the strike weaponand workers’ control
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Written in 1980, this com-

panion work by Marcy
deals with the declining
U.S. world position that
spurred on the high-tech
revolution. Analyzes the
three components of the
economic crisis of 1979-
1980. Predicts the anti-
labor offensive and mil-
itary buildup of the|t
Reagan period.
50 pp. saddle-stitched
$2.25

Examines aspects of the |§
continuing economic tur-
bulence in 1982: the col- E
lapse of Penn Square §
Bank, Drysdale Securities §
and Laker Airways; the
Ford-UAW giveback con- §

tract; the growth of mo- E

nopoly in agribusiness; §

the speculative fever on
Wall Street. Looks at his-

§

tory to discover what in
capitalism has changed, §
what trends are recurring
in new forms.
120 pp. paperback
$3.25


