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"DISTR: - A stronﬁly worded draft letter si: ned by the rebloual

CAMB - directors of the Catholie .ational uonfederation of ‘3ishops hus

DCM 3 -been cireulatin, in church and politiecal circles. The letter
POL (5) - g warns Cathiolic action leadoers agalnsi association. witm leftist
POL/M 9 causes and orzanizations and gpecifically couaeuns AGHO. fqgular,
POL/R ;o the extreas leftist. sroup now ia control of tne uatlonal stu-
“SVCATT // dent unlong® (U.iw) nat1onal directopatee

~USIS’/L o

~ECON ¢ 3% Though still in draft forn, the letter represeubs a sige

JINLCONII/ nificant offort by an influentlal group of Jishops to prevent

LABOR ¢ use by the extreue left of uarts of the . Churcn's apparatus and-
All Cons, pro.ra. 1f the letter passea froa. drart to prowmuliation, it
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Belem (¢ wing actlvities under the Church®s baanusr.
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Chureh ele=ents Lo support and partieipate in :acninatlona ~ol' the
"nezative left.," Drazilian euthor .rico Verissi.o has déscribed
the ~ational UVtudents! union (Jdu) as an allisnce of the Uaurch witn
the uemaunistso

sgaa Zopular {(ropular Acbion), the extrealst sroup wileh to,e-
ther with the urazilian Somwnist Party (#08) presently coutrols the
Jiut's national dlrectcrabc, nas besi act‘Vulg aided by a liaiaon with
the Church and the infusion of acabers fros the Gatholic vnlversity
fouth (JUC)e This and other kinown alliunces between ut leust some
ele.snts of . the Courch and the Comamunists have uelped neutralize the
Courch's traditional enti-Comaunist polit cal stance.

The Aopearance of the . araft Letter

~ A dralt lotter opposing association of Church eleusats witha ;
leftist cavses prepared by the regional directors of the ..atlonal
Confederation of itishops of Brazil (C:iu3) appeared in the press on
Cecember 27, The docusent must nave been ivea by one ol thne sijuae
tories to Veputy Cid rfurtado (rDC=iiis), wao, prevented by an eumpty
Chainber from deliverin:: the letter to the Con.reéss and guaranteeing
to it wide publieity, had handed it %5 the press with considerably
less effect. The text and a translation of the letter as 1t appeared
in O sstado de a0 raalo December 28 are attached,

Though the letter ca‘ls for adher»ncu to. tue autheutic teaca-
Snrs and social doctrines of the Ciurch® and werns aca&nst nonechrise-
tlen doctrines, including “}iveral capltalism,” it is, in the .ain,
a strong condesmation of .arxist ideolo;y. It is addresséd to Don
Candido Padim, the sishop in charge oi the 3srazilian Catholic Action
and the JuC, It directs Don Candido to warn the leaders and wabers
of Catholic Action agalnst .arxist influence end to enjoin them a ainst
participating in farxist fronts and organizatlons. upecificallye
- the iishops all but forbld Catholic Actlon weubers joining the . Agao
Yopular, winlch by implicution is classiried as a «arxist group, ine
indictient agalnst AP is clear, "that .wvewent, by its uaturalistlc
orientation, “does not regrasent authentle Curistian thought aad, in
spite of its positlve asgeets in some dioceses, has cuused sgerious
hapn in several others,”

Possible Reasons for the Lotter
Deputy Cid Furtado indlcates that the bLiishops, lncrsasingly
~eoncerned over evidence of :arxist influence in Brasilian Church
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circles, decided in lowwe dmrini the Vatican LJ&AG&I {o prepare such
a letter, Certainly, the defeat of the vatholic ulate by the Come
suaists with Agao fopuler support in the Rural workers? Confederution
(COITAG) elections of Jeceiber 20 contributed to the deel siona

| With CUiTAG in Comaunist hands, the exlse
tence of the Catholic rural unions would seen %o be sndam;ered or
at least 6hoir possibilitics for :rewth are limited. 'the iishops
were certain not to look with favor at the possible destruction of
the rural unions which some of them had nurtured with groat care.

Conelusions
~ The letter represents. the asaumption Of an erphatic antie

Warxist position by an important group of influential Bishops, [he
seven signatory bBishops are leading prelates in thelr separate geo=
sraphic areas, Theilr politice scem to vary froa progressives like
Don Yernando Gomez dos entos of Golania and Don Yincente Scherer
oi’ Porto Alegre to. conservatives like Cardinal Jalps la.ara of Rio
de Janeiro,

But the signatories do noct necessarily represcnt the thiualn
of other 3ishops, iuach Dishop is independent in his own diocesc.
- The docunent does not carry elther the naue of the neuly elected grusie-
dent_of the Ciil, Cardinal Vasconselous .tota, the seulle archbishop
of 380 Yaulo who cooperates with leftists and shares their views,
or the Auxiliary Archbishop of Rio de Janelro, Don iielder cCamara,
who wields :meh influence, often in leftist causes, froam his post
as wXecutive Secretary of the Cu33 and throubh h&s self-made luage
as patron of the poor.

There are indications that tho signing Bishops may be attempte
ing to yain wilder acceptuance and promalgation foxr the docwsent while
clrcuMVCuting the President _and wxecutive Secretary oi the Cuil,

On January 9, y sstado de Hao raulo called atteation to a series :
of Lpiscopal regional conferences that are to be convenad thPOubhOut
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the country. Aalso, on Jandary 12, Cardinal Camara tried to briag
further attention to the letter throuch a press release,

If the letter ever manabes to pass froa drafs to wide acw _
- ceptance by the uajority of the bleraciy,. it could reduce the ef=- o
- fectiveness of the Agao Fopulay. and aay, e
"drain it of its weunbership. It aay alsd arcas wnere
Chureh ;- roups have cocperated with the sxtrese left or wilers , Church-
baciied instltutions have besn r eportedly s;bverteu by eatre.1sts, such as
the ovement for Basic Lducation (.uﬂ)o

E050x1

#or the Ambasaaaors

nobert w., wvean
Counselor of wubassy

wnelosures:

As stated

1/ The day that this Alrgraa was being typed dornal do Brasil car-
ried a news item s tating that ( ardiual J., Jaiyue Camara’s secre-
" tary had deniled that the Cardinal iriew aaything sbout the draft
letter. If true, this further points up the lack of coordination
and unity amons; the Rishops and the slia ehance the letter has

of obtaining wide approval.

HW¥ 43265 DocId:32459091 Page 4



B 43265

' Page 5
Airgé@% 4=03
Enclosure 1
Brasilia Office

zzmmsm'rwm OF THs CAT mc , BLSHOPS' hmrmacompumma POFULAR

-3

Decpmbeg %zg g 23.

The below named Archbishceps and Bishops, responsible for
the regions of the National Confed:iration of Bishops of Brazil
(CNBB), manifest their full support and gratitude to Dom Candido
Padim, General Assistant for RBrazilian Catholic Action (ACB)
and National Assistant for the Catholic University Students
(Juc), for the efforts of the Lay Apostolate in the field and

- recognize that to a&ssure the effectiveness of its performance,

constant help is required from ean kpiscopate that 18 not just
&a spectator of victories and defeats but directly reaponsibly.
at the head of Catholic Action. They are also fully confident

- that he reflects in the midst of thne militant of Catholic Action,

especially of the JUC, JEC and JIC, She thinking of the

- 'Bpiscopate and persistently and firmly asserts the rights of the
»nierarchy among its memders.

The Archbishopa and Bishops responsible for the regions of

‘the Netional Confederation of Bishops of Brazil (CNBB) ask Dom
. Candido Padim to oversee the carrying cut of the following rules

of conduct s

1, The ecclesiastical assistants of Ca%helic Agtion ought

- %0 vreflect, in “the way that the¥ exercise their missions, the
D

real mind of their Bishop. You {Dom Candido) ought to form the
consclences of tine militent in the authentic teachings of the
Church and in its social doctrine and caution them against
ideologies cuvrently in vogue in the wmidst of the laity.

2. You ought to form the militamt in the authentic
Chr?stian 1ife, where there is a place for alms a8 a result of
that mode of life. You ought to include in national and regional
programs the Theology of Charity, to inspire and prouote ‘
socially Just solutions. ¥You ought o maintain Catholic Action
in the nosi&ive fight for %he spread of the @ospel within the
precepts of "Quaerite primum” and put forth a mentality that
promotes the common good, not just pleading special causes but
als0 rememvering the more abandoned.

3. You oughﬁ to support the political vocation of the
militant as a most efficient instrument of action in its own
milieu, and expect of cur Lay Apostles preferencial help for
the activities of the Church. Manifest to our agsistants and
the militant the preocupstion of the Bishops concerning Fopular
Action (AgSo Popular). That movement, by its natur&listic

UﬁCgASSIFIED
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orientationg does not represent authentic Chrisﬂian tnought_
and, in spite of 1ts positive aspects in some dloceses, has
caused serious harm in several othera.

You ought to use effective meana to demonstrate to tne

 assistants and the militant the. unagsirabilitg of entry of JUC

members into the Populap Action {Agdc Popular). ¥ou should
support the participation of JUC in these movements in two -
circumstancess
- a) Elements especially calla& (voeacicn&do) to activity
of this nature and sho are well formed. o
5) Entrance with the intent of substantially modifying

| the Popular Action to. an autnentically Christian line.

b, You ought to urge upon. all of Catholic Action loyalty

-~ to the sociel doctrine of the Church, especially in respect %o

the class struggle, disguised Mavxist infiltrations and
pweocup&%ign with tacties,

50 You ought always to remain alert in- meetings and

'puolicatiens to the misslon of - Cathalic Action which is

essentially apostolic, united o the hierarchy, represented by
the Bishop. ¥ou ought to urge upon the assistants and the
militant frequent and filial understandings with the Bishop and
caution the laity against aetﬁon unconnected to the hierarehyo

 You ought %o expound %o the Bishops_the neeessity of contaet
with the laity, of communicating to the National Assistant the
principal deficiencies in wegional meetings, of taking prudent
neasures when they are necessary snd not just ascertaining facts,
of arranging for ecclesiastical assistants even when it
requires sacrifices, of avoiding comments that ‘might cause
disagreeable impressions about the pasitiona of other Bishops.

- 6. You ought to inform the milﬁtant of the nigh esteem that
is due their efficient and generous apostolic work. The
restrictions that have been made do not deminish the enthusiasm
of the Bishops and the support that they give to the assistants
and the militant. Correction is a form of Christian charity.

7. In the concrete circumstences in which we live, the
Catholic militant and organizations ought not toc enter into
fronts with movements that follow Marxist doetrines or ideologies
or those of liberal Capitalism, And in the same way, in

‘accepting thelr support, we ought to have great prudence and

DNCLASSIFIED
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avoid serving their purpooes and tacties of 1nfiltration, Ag
%o the fortuitous colaboration of - persons in transitery . .
'circumstances, Ae arae reminded of the fundamental principles
of "Pacem in Terris" o In: nccessary and personal positions,
good formation and proper information become indispensable

on the part of the militant so that. they do not compromise.

on principles under the pretext of attaining power, especially
with Marxist slates and other nonsChristians. This erientation
wag pregsented to the fpiscopal Commliazsion of Catholic Aetion
and the Lay :Apostolate,

Signad by Vicente Scherer. - Archbishop of Porto Alegre =
Regionel IX3 Fernando Gomes dos Santos = Archbishop of @oiania -
Central West Regional; JoZo Rezende Costa - Bast Regilonal II;
Agnelo Rossi - Apchbishop of. Ribei?ao Prato - South Regional I3
Alberto Ramos - Archbishop of Belém -~ Morth Regionals Eugenio
de Aratjo Sales - Nortneast Regianalg Cardenal Camara approved
the document for Last I.
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PORTUGU:S: TEXT OF DRAFT m:..mcmns
OF """r‘i»z‘”z“"'m’“fo’ia”AL"““"‘"co"m'ﬁ“?ﬁa‘"‘a‘ﬁrm OF & bH(} P53 OF BRAZIL |

"0s arceoispos a bispos responsaveis pelos Regionais da
CNRB, ahaixo especificados, wmanifestam ao exmo. assistente -
geral da ACB e assistente naclional da JUC, D, Candido Padimy
Seu inteiro apcio gratidao pelo eﬁxorga no campo do ApostOe
lado Lzaigo, reconhecem, para ga?antia e eficacia de ‘sua atuaqao,

. necessitar de constante ajuda do Episcopado que ndo deve Sser
fespectador de vitorias e desvios, mas responsavel direto como
mandatédrio da AC3 confiam plenemente que 2le reflita no melo
des militantes da AC, eupeclalmente JUC, JeC, JIC, o pensamento
do Episcopade e faga, presente mas firmeﬁen%e, valer as dire-
trizes da ﬂierafquia Junto aos seus maadatadoao

Os arceblspoa e bispos respons&veis pelos . regiomais da
Confederag¢do Nacional dos Bispos do Brasil (CNBB) pedem a D.
Cendido Padim velar pela coneretlzagao das seguintes diretrizeso-_

1 = 08 a@sistentes eclesiauticce da AC devem. reiletirp no
meio em que exersem €s3a sga fungﬂon ¢ pensamento real do
Ordinario. FO?mar a consclencia dos militantes no ensino auten~
tico da Igreja = de sua doutrina social, Acautelar-se com certas'
correntes ideologioas em voga noa meios do laicatoo

2 - Formar os militantes na aut=ntiga vida cristd, onde ha
lugar para a esmola; resultado dessa vivencia. Indluir nos pro=
gramas naclionais e ragienais a2 Teologia da Capridade, imspirado-

"ra ¢ promctors de solugoms da Justica Soeial. ﬁanter a AC na

. duta poai&iva pela difusio do Bvangelho, dentro do "Quaerite

: primum . Fazer Valer ume mentalidade promotora do Hem Comum e
ndo apenas reivindicmtoria, embora sem gsguecer 08 mals desam-
paradOQB

: 5 = Apoiar a vocagao politiee de militantes como instrumento
de agdo mals eficiente em seu préprio meio° SsSperar de nossos
‘ apostolos leigos a ajuda preferencial as iniclativas da Igrejao
Manifestar a nossos assistentes e militantes a preocupacio dos
bispos pela Agao Popular, Bsse movimento, pela sua ogientagao
naturallista, n8o representa o pensamento cristdo autentico ¢
tem, a0 lado dos aspectos positives em algumas diocesesa causado
sérios prejuizos em vmrias ou@rasu

Usar de meios eficazes ;unto a0s assistentes e militantes
para mostrar a inoportunid&de de ingresso de Jecistas na AP,

UNCLASSIFISD
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-Apoiar a part;cipaqao de jueistas nesses movimentos em duas
eircunstanciass a) elemento vocaciocnado para atividade dessa
natureza e bem formado,_b) ingresso com jntuito de- modifiear ,
substancialmente a AF para uma linha cristd autcnbica °

QOUTRQNA SQCIAL DA IGREJA

"4 -~ Insistir com t0da a AC na lealdade & Doutrina Social
da Igreja, espeeialmente no que se refere a luta de classes,
disfargadas infiltracdes m&rxastas @ a preocupsgdio tatica.

= Manter sempre viva nas. reunioes e publicagtes a missdo
da ﬂcg assencialmente apostolioas unidea a hierarqula represen-
tada pelo Ordinaric. Insistir com o= agsistentes e mllitantes
no frequente e filial entendimento com ¢ bisepo. Acautelar o
leigo da aqﬁo-desligada da»hierarquia, ,

Lxpor 808 bispos a am ne eessidade imperiosa do contacto -
gom o laicato, de comunicar ac assistente nacionsl as defici-
encias principalmente em reunifes regionais, de tomar providena

~eias prudentes quando se fizerem necessarias 2 nd0 apenas conse-
tatar fatos, de providenciar assistentes eclesiasticos, mesmo
com sacrificioss de evitar comentirios que pogsam provogar
impressoas desagradaveis aobve pe@igoes de outros bispos.

6 - Informar os militantes asbre 0 8l%o conceito em que é
tido o eficiente e generoso trabalho apostdlico gue exercem.
- as restrigBes feitas nZo diminuem o entusiasmo dos bispos e 0
 apoio que d8o aos assistentes e milimanteso A corregéo e uma
forma de caridade eriatao

7 = Nasg eircunshanci&s concretas em que vivemos, os militan-
tes e organizagdes catdélicas nfio devem entrar em frente unica
com movimentos que surgem de doutrina ou ideglogia marxista ou
eapitaliata liberal. E mesmo para receber apolo deve haver a
maior prudoncia a fim de evitar que sirvamos a infiltragao de
seus propositos e tgticas, Quanto a colaberagao fortiaita ds
pessoas em cireunatancias transitorias, lembramos os Drineipios
da "Pacem in Terris?. Nasg. 1mprescinﬁiveis e pessoais posicles
taticas torna-se indispensdvel uma boa form&gao @ conveniente
informagéo por: parte de no3sos militantes para n#io virem a
transigir em questdo de principiocs, a prenexto da conquista do
poder, maxime em chapas marxistaa 2 outras nsdo cristas. Essa
orientacfio fol apresentada a Comissfo Lpiseopal de AgEo Catoliea'
e Apostol&ﬁo dos Leigos.
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(aa) Vicente Scherer - Arcebispo de Forto Alegre - Regional II;
- Fernando Gomes dos Sanfos - Areebispo de Goiznia - Regional

~Contro Oestes JoBo Rezende Costa - Regional Leste IXI; Agnelo .
Rossi - Arcebispo de Ribeirdo Prete - Regional Sul I3 Alberto
Ramos « Arcebispo de Belem - Regional Norte; Eugenio de

Apaunjo Saleh = Adm, Apostoliec de Natal - Regional Nordeste.

Sua eminencia (o} Cardeal Camara aprovou o documento para
Regional Leste I, ~
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