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Dear Prof. Singh,

Sub:
Our Book:The Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Bill, 2000 (Draft By Voluntary Organizations) (Second Edition: December 2001)


At the outset, we  in SPS wish your family, colleagues in the Centre for Equity Studies and you a very Happy and Meaningful New Year.


It was very nice seeing you at the workshop on Rehabilitation Policy at the TISS, Mumbai, on December 29, 2004 and discussing the various issues.


As per our conversation, I am sending you a copy of our above book edited by Prof M.K. Prasad of KSSP, Prof Sharad D. Kulkarni of JVA and myself from NCPNR and published by the Samaj Parivartana Samudaya (SPS)


I hope that this book which a result of the collective work of Scientists , Advocates and Activists from a year-long process that took us to various parts of the country will be of some help to you for your presentation before the National Advisory Committee (NAC). Please let me know if you need more copies. I also request you to pleas keep me posted of future developments and send me by e mail the back ground materials including the report of the Delhi Meeting on November 19-20,2004. 


I would like draw your kind attention to some parts of the book as given below that will give you the background of this work and the process involved.(page numbers from the book are given in brackets) 

1. A comprehensive article by the veteran journalist Ms.  Usha Rai from the Sunday issue of the Hindu dated November 26, 2000, which also appeared in the Grass roots – December 2000 issue of the Press Institute of India (PII) New Delhi (Pages 103-106); the article under the title: “Merging Land Acquisition with Rehabilitation”

2. The lead article in the News letter of National Human Rights Commisssion (NHRC) – March 2001 (Vol. 8, No-3).(Pages 105-106).

This article gives some details of the petition of NCPNR submitted to NHRC by Shri. Prashant Bhushan and myself in October 2000, its acceptance in toto in the full Commission meeting on December 21,  2000, consequent effective pressure of NHRC on the Govtof India: Ministry of Rural Development  that resulted in the positive decision of the Govt. of India (GOI) and subsequent preparation of the draft Bill: The Project Affected Person Rehabilitation and Resettlement (R&R) Act, 2002 and this was announced by the Director of NHRC and confirmed by the Additional Secretary (Land Resource Division of the Ministry of Rural Development, GOI) in a workshop in September 2002 held at India Institutional Centre New Delhi; Infact, Prashant and I met Justice Shri. J.S. Verma, then Chairperson of NHRC several times who was very supportive of our efforts in this regard. In fact, Justice  Verma delivered a key note address on the issue at a workshop jointly organised by  the NCPNR and Press Institute of India (PII)  and held at Indian Law Institute, New Delhi . This workshop  was inaugurated by Shri. Rabi Ray, former Speaker, Lok Sabha and was addressed by Dr. L.C.Jain and Shri. Kuldip Nayar. Many activists from around the country actively participated in this workshop.

3. The Preface (pages i to iv), the Salient Features of our Bill (pages 85 – 90) in the above book give you the details of the process and the key features of the Bill which were accepted both by the NHRC and later  GOI and incorporated in the draft bill of 2002. We believe that these are very relevent for the process you and others have initiated recently as was clear from the recent workshop at TISS including the need for defining what is "“Public purpose as has been done in our draft. Our definition for PAPs has been accepted by the drafters of the Rehab policy.  In fact, this was also further confirmed by the Minister of State for Rural Development Government of India in a Press Conference in Hubli that was covered by the Hindu newspaper.

I look forward to hearing from you

With Best Regards,

Yours Sincerely,

(S.R.Hiremath)

President

CC:
Prof. M.K. Prasad, Chairman, NCPNR, Kochi, Kerala.


Shri.Sharad D.Kulkarni, former Chairman, JVS, Pune

            Prof. S.Parasuraman, Director, TISS, Mumbai


Shir. Prashant Bhushan, Vice President, NCPNR, New Delhi.

            Dr.Lyla Mehta, Research Fellow, IDs, Uni. of sussese, Brighton,UK


Dr. A.S. Salanki, Secretary, NCPNR, Dharwad.




