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Mark Curtis Defense Committeé
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Des Moines,slowa 5ol

Peay 'y iends:

After carefully reading the materials youl proyvides,
along with all the newspaper reports advadlableien the Mark Curtis
case, 1 havedecited to write this debien of ‘SUupmort Tar Mi
G he

1t is obvious that he 1e being both Tranediand Tgilreoaded.
The police appear ito be cacalatisg their atfacks en him and

exagjeratingatheiy etories. i addition, dodmadino © Gell £ aculh
to believe ' that the bes Moines police foace demgnstrates such

viger in prosecuting sextual ascaule erumest omBenalfgpt o Black
woman. As & Black fermer direskol ol o BEanel @vacis Deliter, we

often encountered incredible diffdculties n eojivenceng Lhoe
police to pursie crimes committed agaimel Black yemen with the
same energy with which, they folleowed erimas committed against
white womeéen. » Thus. that alone s otlc mialce g Black anFisr ape
dctivist suspicieus off thel civcimstoneos of Wliis caga. " We KRAOW
that 3ustice in Bunerica e hekteoiiorbling

The Eact that the pslice aless Oenscid Thatitais ol leged
crime took place inh firomt of 5 Wilness ie alscy sucpiGleons. | My
srofessional kiowledge ©f repiets s that theil mueh rather nok
have witnesses ito the assaulk, regardliese 'of the withesses age.
llow this elaborate charade was orehestraled is beyond me to

comprehend or explain.. Heoweven, hoe mamy inconsistencies appear
in the police acepunt of the event and the politieal objectives
they hope to achieve, the silencing of Mark Curtis and other
agtiviste, are paimiully oebvibus,

1 regret’ that my schedule {does nol allcs me tewallend gthe
support rallyil 3 %d ‘lilke to wish Mr. Camaci e bect of Juck
and &he hope that truth can be.suppressed or derailed, bBUl nDevesr

erased.

In BSolidarity,

Laretta J. Ross
Director, VWomen of Coloy Proarains
National NOW Rection Center

P.S. This 1s a petsopal endersepent, nobt an oroanizational one.
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