
THE CRUSADE OF JOHN PAUL II

Pope.John Pawl JIitesrecent &o
it to his native Poland had Ttwo OD=
vious purpogses: to see his Countrae
men and and stir theimr me b ol s
enthusiasm and to challenge the gov=-
ernment, :

The Pope's concern for his pecple
and religion in the Communisgt state
is the first involvement by a mode
ern Pontiff in politieal op sovisl
affairs, He is not merely a stagnant
symbols today's hegad af the Cathalae
Church is uging his potential  1nl e
ence in a way that can benefit man-
kind, -

.

John Paul's demands for the end
nf oppression of Catholicisn and
his defense of universal human rights
have made the Soviet-backed govern-
ment wary, A religious fervor has
swept the country (a phenomenon
called "Papalmania" by one churech
of“teial) whieh includes the Polish
youth, who are the kewy 1o the Tutilre
of ‘all Comminist states,

Because of this show of Church
power, the government is desperately
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trying te downplay the whole affair,
Tt has changed the Pope's agenda
anditorbidden him to visdit very rel=
igious areas. tall of which is

deslgnec to ‘detraecv from the impact of the
vigiti Tn ene case,  party thuge stoele
bleachers whi¢ch were to be used at
ome of "the pavpal stops; The Polisgh
Catholics (90% of the country's pop-
ulation) ate unified in their relige
dlone exelitation, however, and none
of this has dampened their enthus-
iasm,

Religious freedom in Poland,
though not endorsed by the govern-
ment, ig ' protected, This element
directed and utilized by the Pope,
has permitted the mobilization of
the people (something which almost
never nccurs in Communist states)
behind their faith, This freedom
of expression, although limited: To
religious areas, has permitted the
Pope, the most influential non-gov-
ernment fipure ln Poland, to speak
out in defense of human rights and
attack the present state of

Communism, This Atteele 1s not meant e
bring about the destruction of Com~
muniem, The Pope seeg 1t ae opiticiem
to help church-state reilations in
Poland. The (Uatholic” Churech and the
faith peonle have in it is quite posg-
sibly the only way for the masses
to . volee opinions and bring about
charige in the oppressive soeiety in
which they live, Indeed, these events
colld be the btuildine blocks of the
withering away of the state as Marx
predicted and the eéredation aof a truly
Harxl sthoanodedmy.,
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