Jesus:
God is perfect: He is all powerful, all knowing, and without sin.

Socrates:
Of course; by definition he is without sin because he could not be dis-

obedient to himself. The only real difference between the two 1s the
degree of power. Therefore, Satan was not wrong or sinful to rebel
against God, he was only wrong to lose the rebellion. For 1f he had
won, God would be the sinner: because God would have been disobe-
dient to Satan who would be better than God or the other angels
because he could not sin against himself, that is, be disobedient to
himself, and he would have proven himself all powerful. If Satan had
won, he would have become God, by your definition because he
would have been all powerful and without sin. Who knows but that
this didn’t happen? From your description of God, I begin to suspect,
at this point, that 1t did.

Jesus:

God i1s more than mere power and righteous lack of sin: he 1s infinite
justice, mercy, peace and compassion, and all forgiving. Satan 1s
vicious, selfish, destructive, and evil.

Socrates:
What happened to Satan after he was thrown out of heaven ?

Jesus:
He was thrown into Rell by God where he was tormented and tortured
for all eternity.

Socrates:
What 1s Hell and why did Satan stay there 1f 1t 1s so paintul and
unpleasant?

Jesus:

God locked him in Hell and he was not permitted to leave. God creat-
ed Hell as a place to punish Satan and all men who do not have faith
in God. It 1s an eternal burning inferno of torture, agony, and torment:
all sinful men who do not ask God for forgiveness and have no faith
in him go there for all eternity to be tortured by the devil.

Socrates:
It God 1s just or mercitul, how can he do this to an enemy who fought
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him in battle. Why did God not simply pardon Satan after defeat as
men often do to a captured nation after they defeat it? Mankind would
seem 1n victory to be more merciful than God; for they do not treat the
vanquished to such terrible torments for even a lifetime, let alone for
all eternity. Why did God not show the qualities that you described as
his justice, mercy, compassion, and forgiveness to Satan? Certainly
God’s warlike nature 1s in marked contrast with your definition of the
term God as being peaceful, merciful and all forgiving.

Jesus:
God works 1n mysterious ways, his wonders to perform.

Socrates:

[t Satan 1s locked in Hell, how can he bring plagues and torments on
mankind and why does God allow it if he is all powerful and all good?
It God 1s all powerful, how is it that he permits this evil Satan to sur-
vive? Why does he not destroy him? Although I begin to wonder, at
this point, it the opposite course would not be better.

Jesus:

God allows Satan to be free to bring plagues and torments on mankind
in order to punish man for his sin in the Garden of Eden.

Socrates:
What 1s the Garden of Eden?”?

Jesus:

When God created the first man and woman, Adam and Eve, he put
them 1n the Garden of Eden. When they were created, they were pure
and without sin. That is how God created them. The Garden of Eden
was a beautiful paradise, and it provided Adam and Eve with every-
thing they needed. They did not have to work but merely pluck the
fruit from the branches of the lush trees. They were as innocent and
untroubled as children and knew nothing about carnal fleshly love.

They had each other for companions and adored and worshiped God,
who visited them once in a while.

Socrates:

Why did God create mankind?

Jesus:

He was lonely.




