home, the workers and oppressed are at a disadvantage because they
have no international organization of their own. Imperialism can suffer
many blows, even defeats, and still retrench, consolidate, and reorganize
on a new basis if it is not opposed by a strong, worldwide working class
organization.

[tis an irony of history that today the capitalist class has a world
organization and the workers do not. The whole idea of internationalism
originated with communists, Karl Marx and Frederick Engels in par-
ticular. In 1864 they founded the First International to unite the struggles
of working people of all countries. In 1919, after the collapse of the Second
International, Lenin and the Bolsheviks founded the Third or Communist
International, again to fight for proletarian revolution and national

liberation on a world scale.

PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE OR WORLD REVOLUTION?

Certainly the seating of People’s China is a world historic event and a
victory for all the workers and oppressed. But it only sows illusions to
say, as does the organ of the revisionist CPUSA, the Daily World, that the
vote had “‘delivered the world organization from more than two decades
of infamy imposed upon it by the counter-revolutionary policies of U.S.
imperialism.”” (This rings particularly hollow since the Daily World has
talsely characterized People’s China in the past as a military dic-
tatorship.) To say this is to create the impression that the UN is really a
people’s organization somehow gone astray.

S0 glowingly does the Daily World editorial speak of the UN that it
predicts the vote “‘will turn the world organization from its path of
declining authority and prestige as an arm of the U.S. State Department
and head it in the direction for which it was founded — the direction of
establishing and maintaining peace and of promoting the security and
social progress of mankind.”

Did U.S. and British imperialism, with the unfortunate acquiescence
of the USSR, engineer the UN after World War 1I to establish ““peace and
security”” ? The whole violent history of the UN has demonstrated that
this idea is just another example of the dangerously false concept of
peacetul coexistence promoted by the Soviet leadership and adopted by
the reformist CPs around the world. The world’s oppressed and working
people are not interested in ‘“‘peace and security’’ under imperialist rule.
Rather, they need a revolutionary reconstitution in the entire capitalist
world.

Hailing the UN as if it were suddenly a united front against im-
perialism can only foster illusions of peace on the basis of class

collaboration at a time when the workers and oppressed need to sharpen
the class struggle to win their liberation.

The UN, like its predecessor the League of Nations. is still composed
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of mainly bourgeois and imperialist nations despitej th'e presence of the
People’s Republic of China, the USSR, and other soc1aihst cogl}trles. ThNe
purpose of the bourgeoisie and imperialists generally s to utlllzg the U

in order to divert and sabotage, wherever possible, the 11beral:10n
struggles of the oppressed peoples and the class struggles of the wor efll"j
of the world. The UN’s slogan of “pea(?e, secmjlty, and -p§aceh

coexistence’’ on the basis of the status quo is a medium for stitling the

ey . -y
socialist revolution everywhe . | |
The workers and oppressed need proletarian internationalism above

all. This is what must not be forgotten.




