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AYURVEDA STUDENTS DEMONSTRATING IN LUCKNOW

Where East Meets West
Shops closed, windows were shuttered,WNEWS and even the bazaars were half deserted

™ .
Waco, Texas There is no equsiity among men.

ARE OVERWHELMINGLY OF STRAINS
THAT ENDURED 10 GENERATIONS OF
FIERCE FRONTIER SELECTION SINCE
JAMESTOWN AND PLYMOUTH ROCK.

As to Squeers’ efforts to reduce bi-
ological illiteracy, Sputnik eventually may
prove an asset of inestimable worth to
U.S.A. Has it not dramatically demonstrat-
ed that our nation has ignored the pleas
made over a third of a century by a few
of us that something be done to ‘“reduce
U.S.A’s illiteracy as to the Sciences?”

Monuments in Ancient Egypt, (like elephants in
a Hindu rajah’s stable, or wild tigers caged in
a Javanese sultan’s courtyard), were evidences
of Power. A reigning Pharoah might chip off
the real builder’s name, substitute his own.

When writer was there, he noticed former
Pharoahs’ cartouches chiseled off, replaced by
reigning monarch’s.

5,000 YEAR-OLD
ROMANCE OF NAMES.

The world waited for an Englishman,
W. Shakespeare, to iconoclastically ques-

~ tion a name’s value. Was he a student of
botany?He was native of that land which
suffered the War of the Roses. He'linked
Roses and Names in questioning latter’s
power. He asked “What’s in a name?”
Like many other attacks on things spirit-
ual, did he not miss fire? Does not the val-
ue of a Name persist, as in ancient Egypt?

1s perhaps our greatest problem after
that of SURVIVAL? Does it not involve
our responsibilities to all Mankind because
world leadership has gravitated to us?
Overseas folk snarl:— “U.S.A. has World
Domination because of enormous natural
wealth.” Having lived in Hindustan, China,
Brazil, writer feels each of these 3 ex-
ceeds U.S.A. in natural resources. Is not
our foremost position, with consequent
world’s highest living standard, the result
of American “Know How?” Is it not due
because, our population had a group which
endured SAVAGE SELECTION thru 10
generations’ pioneering since Jamestown
and Plymouth Rock?

US.A’s World War I Army Tests,
which sorted Americans according to in-
telligence, showed draftees born in North-
western Europe ranking highpower in pro-
portions as much as 40 to 1, compared with
Mediteranneans and East Europeans, The
army tests covered some 2,000,000 draft-
ees. Conditions they disclosed caused enact-
ment of 1921 immigration quota act.

Have we not something very precious
in our American Know How? And have we
not staggering moral responsibility herein
since, because of it, world leadership, as
above, has gravitated to us? Have we not
American Know How largely because of
our unique 10 generations of pioneering? If
the Frontiersman was not powerful phy-
sically, alert mentally, he did not live long
enough to father many sons.

When we grant citizenship to aliens,
only too often they gang up to force us to
lower immigration bars. Since 14 of 80c of
every tax dollar could have been saved,
had we not admitted convicted traitor,
Klaus Fuchs, why not bar ALL immigra-
tion until this Cold War ends?

Our most tragic waste continues. Most
of our college graduates birthrate still is
below replacement. Our inventive pioneer
stock moves toward eventual engulfment,
(like the Fijians by Hindus

. .. the Hawai-
ians by coolies).* Meantime our taxeating

in teeming Lucknow (pop. 500,000), capi-
tal of Uttar Pradesh province. Students
stormed through the streets, set up loud-
speakers outside the Council House, bom-
barded o captive audience of state legis-
l....5 with fiery exhortations. On their
way to another demonstration, a group
collided head-on with short-tempered po-
lice: brickbats flew, steel-tipped lathis
flailed, shots were fired. A passing water
carrier was killed; the wounded totaled 31.

Cause of the strife was a medical dis-
pute that is symptomatic of modern In-
dia: should aspiring healers be taught the
medicine of the ancient, mystical and slow-
to-change East or the medicine of the
modern, scientific, restlessly changeful
West? India has more licensed practition-
ers of native medical systems (96,000)
than of Western medicine (92,000); the
vast majority of these engage in ayurveda
(Sanskrit for “the science of life”) and
bitterly resent the encroachment of West-
ern medicine.

The Nature of Heat. One of the great-
est exponents of ayurveda is Uttar Pra-
desh’s chief minister, Dr. Sampurnanand.
TIME, AUGUST 18, 1958

A graduate of Allahabad University, Sam-
purnanand (who has no first name) ma-

jored in mathematics, physics and chem-
istry, rates the title of doctor only on the
strength of honorary degrees collected
from fawning provincial universities. Sam-
purnanand dabbles in ayurveda himself,
often prescribing ayurvedic remedies for
friends. Four years ago his government
set up the State Ayurvedic College in Luck-
now, dedicated to the proposition that
students should learn both the ayurvedic
and Western medical systems.

morons have 10-16-22 children. We never-
theless ever gulp down sob sister stories of
Hyphenate propaganda to admit ever more

immigrants from low wage areas that nev-

er produce American Know How. Writer
has hired strings of coolies at 4c a day.
The Hyphenates, mostly naturalized aliens,
plot to bring more ‘“cousins” from over-
seas to our land of highest living standard.
They have fought immigration control
since 1917. They tried to prevent the
Quota Acts of 1921-22-24 also Nation-
al Origins.
*No U.S.A. beauty salon devotes more attention to hair-dos than
those of Fiji's Fuzzy-Wuzzies. When we-2 were in Suva, it had
a brass band of these Remarkables. An elderly chieftain com-
plained Fiji, a° Crown Colony, had to accept Hindu immigra-
tion. Easy-going Fijians, with relatively high living standard,
could not compete with coolies inured to 4c 14-hour wage. He
feared infiltration would mean final reduction to a Fijian minor-

ity. NOW STATISTICS INDICATE THIS HAS HAPPENED.
Such “‘Conquest by Immigration’’ was subject of Carnegie In-
stitution’s Dr. H. H. Laughlin’s book. It indicated this also IS
working in U.S.A. between the old Americans and the Hyphen-
ates, (aliens granted citizenship). Latter demand scrapping of
McCarran-Walter Immigration Code because it offends the Sov-
iets. This after Displaced Person Klaus Fuchs destroyed U.S.A.’s
4-year lead in nuclear weapons over the Soviets.

Kipling’s comment on Buria Kol’s botan-
ical illiteracy recalls Dickens’ Nlchola,s,
Nickleby. “Where’s the second boy ?
“Please, sir, he’s weeding the garden.” “So
he is,” said Squeers. B-o-t, bot, t-i-n, tin,
bot-tin, n-e-y, ney, Bot-tin-ney, noun

substantive, a knowledge of plants.
Other plant pests exist in New

Guinea, and among them are cer-
tain kinds of bamboo. These have
a fuzzy coating on the stalks. The
fuzz causes a burning sensation
when it touches the skin.

Venomous snakes like to hide
in bamboo clumps. Among these
are cobras with poison which may
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Mystical lore is not medicine.

State’s 87 students soon found them-
selves totally bewildered. In the morn-

ings they trooped to King George Medi-
cal College to join its 1,200 fulltime stu-
dents in the study of the foundations of
modern medicine—bacteriology, patholo-
gy, anatomy, diagnosis, and eventually,
treatment. But in the afternoons they
hiked back across town to the ayurvedic
college. There they memorized the 2,000-
year-old Sanskrit verses in which this
medical lore is frozen.

The more they learned of Western med-
icine, the more bewildered they became.
What they learned in the morning was
contradicted in the afternoon. In medical
school they found themselves treated as
fledgling quacks; in ayurvedic school they
found their questions brushed off. One
student asked: “Does it really do any
good to bake this medication over a fire
of cow dung rather than some other fuel?”
Replied the teacher: “You must have
faith in what you are taught.”

The student’s faith was supposed to ex-
tend to 1,000 or more herbs, minerals, met-
als and even precious stones listed in the
ayurvedic pharmacopoeia. (The gems were
once favored by the practitioners who list
themselves in India’s telephone books as
“sex splst,” were supposed to increase vir-
ility. With the republican leveling-down,
few patients can afford ground-up precious
stones, or even pearls. So they settle for
sea shells. But they still flock to the ayur-
vedic sex splst.)

Move en Masse? The ayurveda stu-
dents found that they had no faith in
such teachings, and they struck, protest-
ing that they could not live half East and
half West and demanding admission to
medical school on a fulltime basis. “We
are the world’s most confused people,”
wailed one. Dr. Sampurnanand replied by
setting up a commission with himself as

chairman, and the commission decided
that ayurvedic and Western medicine
would not niix. Conclusion: the students
would have to drop their Western studies.
With that, two ayurveda'students began
hunger strikes. Responding to this form of

protest, made classical for Indlans.by t.he
example of Gandhi, Lucknow University
students heeded the ayurvedics’ call for a

citywide general strike, got into last week’s
riots.

Under such pressure, Dr. Sampurnan-
and craftily conceded that if all 87 ayur-
veda students wanted to, they could go
over en masse to King George Medical
College. But the 87 could not achieve
unanimity. Furthermore, King George }lad
no room for them and did not think hlgh,-
ly of their qualifications anyway. At week_ s

end East was still locked with West in

the streets of Lucknow. :

Speaking of the poisonous liana
plants in New Guinea, a bold ex-
plorer named Charles Miller.- re-

ported: |

“The elm-shaped leaves are
tinted a delicate green, but the
welts they raise when brushed
across the skin are a brilliant
scarlet. The poison burns like
sulphuric acid, and two minutes

| after you tangle with the vines,
you feel as though every red cor-
puscle in your body had caught-
fim.”

Strange are the people of New
Guinea! They are classed as ‘“‘ne-
groid,” and are black or almost
black, but they differ in several
ways from the Negroes of Africa,
also from the black-fellows of
central Australia.

Deadly serpents—chiefly cobras
kill a man in less than a minute.
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and pythons— glide through the
rain forest and jungle areas. If
a traveler escapes from them, he
is all too likely to lose his life
when a native headhunter slips up
on him. We shall have more to
say about the natives next time.
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