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AYURVEDA STUDENTS DEMONSTRATING IN LuckNow

Shops closed, windows were shuttered,
and even the bazaars were half deserted

N Box 5062 NEWS
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™M = VRN, - PO There i{s no equslity among men.

ARE OVERWHELMINGLY OF STRAINS
THAT ENDURED 10 GENERATIONS OF
FIERCE FRONTIER SELECTION SINCE
JAMESTOWN AND PLYMOUTH ROCK.

As to Squeers’ efforts to reduce bi-
ological illiteracy, Sputnik eventually may
prove an asset of inestimable worth to
U.S.A. Has it not dramatically demonstrat-
ed that our nation has ignored the pleas
made over a third of a century by a few
of us that something be done to “reduce

U.S.A.’s illiteracy as to the Sciences?”
st e |

Monuments in Ancient Egypt, (like elephants in
a Hindu rajah’s stable, or wild tigers caged in
a Javanese sultan’s courtyard), were evidences
of Power. A reigning Pharoah might chip off
the real builder’s name, substitute his own.
When writer was there, he noticed former
Pharoahs’ cartouches chiseled off, replaced by
reigning monarch’s.

5,000 YEAR-OLD
ROMANCE OF NAMES.

The world waited for an Englishman,
W. Shakespeare, to iconoclastically ques-
tion a name’s value. Was he a student of
botany ? He was native of that land which
suffered the War of the Roses. He'linked
Roses and Names in questioning latter’s
power. He asked ‘“What’s in a name?”
Like many other attacks on things spirit-
ual, did he not miss fire? Does not the val-
ue of a Name persist, as in ancient Egypt?

Is perhaps our greatest problem after
- that of SURVIVAL? Does it not involve
our responsibilities to all Mankind because
world leadership has gravitated to us?

Overseas folk snarl:— “U.S.A. has World

Domination because of enormous natural
wealth.” Having lived in Hindustan, China,
Brazil, writer feels each of these 3 ex-
ceeds U.S.A. in natural resources. Is not
our foremost position, with consequent

-— 1In teeming Lucknow (pop. 500,000), capi-
tal of Uttar Pradesh province. Students
stormed through the streets, set up loud-
speakers outside the Council House, bom-
barded a captive audience of state legis-
lc...-5 with fiery exhortations. On their
way to another demonstration, a group
collided head-on with short-tempered po-
lice: brickbats flew, steel-tipped lathis
flailed, shots were fired. A passing water
carrier was killed; the wounded totaled 31.

Cause of the strife was a medical dis-
pute that is symptomatic of modern In-
dia: should aspiring healers be taught the
medicine of the ancient, mystical and slow-
to-change East or the medicine of the
modern, scientific, restlessly changeful
West? India has more licensed practition-
ers of native medical systems (96,000)
than of Western medicine (g2,000); the
vast majority of these engage in ayurveda
(Sanskrit for “the science of life”’) and
bitterly resent the encroachment of West-
ern medicine,

The Nature of Heat. One of the great-
est exponents of ayurveda i1s Uttar Pra-
desh’s chief minister, Dr. Sampurnanand.

TIME, AUGUST 18, 1958

A graduate of Allahabad University, Sam-
purnanand (who has no first name) ma-
jored in mathematics, physics and chem-
1stry, rates the title of doctor only on the
strength of honorary degrees collected
from fawning provincial universities. Sam-
purnanand dabbles in ayurveda himself,
often prescribing ayurvedic remedies for
friends. Four years ago his government
set up the State Ayurvedic College in Luck-
now, dedicated to the proposition that
students should learn both the ayurvedic
and Western medical systems.

morons have 10-16-22 children. We never-
theless ever gulp down sob sister stories of
Hyphenate propaganda to admit ever more

immigrants from low wage areas that nev-
er produce American Know How. Writer

Mystical lore is not medicine.

State’s 87 students soon found them-
selves totally bewildered. In the morn-
ings they trooped to King George Medi-
cal College to join its 1,200 fulltime stu-
dents in the study of the foundations of
modern medicine—bacteriology, patholo-
gy, anatomy, diagnosis, and eventually,
treatment. But in the afternoons they
hiked back across town to the ayurvedic
college. There they memorized the 2,000-
year-old Sanskrit verses in which this
medical lore is frozen.

The more they learned of Western med-
icine, the more bewildered they became.
What they learned in the morning was
contradicted in the afternoon. In medical
school they found themselves treated as
fledgling quacks; in ayurvedic school they
found their questions brushed off. One
student asked: “Does it really do any
good to bake this medication over a fire
of cow dung rather than some other fuel?”
Replied the teacher: “You must have
faith in what you are taught.”

The student’s faith was supposed to ex-
tend to 1,000 or more herbs, minerals, met-
als and even precious stones listed in the
ayurvedic pharmacopoeia. ( The gems were
once favored by the practitioners who list
themselves in India’s telephone books as
“sex splst,” were supposed to increase vir-
ility. With the republican leveling-down,
few patients can afford ground-up precious
stones, or even pearls. So they settle for
sea shells. But they still flock to the ayur-
vedic sex splst.)

Move en Masse? The ayurveda stu-
dents found that they had no faith in
such teachings, and they struck, protest-
ing that they could not live half East and
half West and demanding admission to
medical school on a fulltime basis. “We
are the world’s most confused people,”
wailed one. Dr. Sampurnanand replied by
setting up a commission with himself as
chairman, and the commission decided
'hat ayurvedic and Westemn medicine
vould not niix. Conclusion: the students
would have to drop their Western studies.
With that, two ayurveda students began
hunger strikes. Responding to this form of
protest, made classical for Indians by the
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