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WHAT’S HAPPENING TO
THE PEOPLE’S PLATFORM?

Back on November 29th Stanley
Gawle, Chairman of the Massachu-

setts Social and Economic Oppor-
tunity Council, presented to the
Governor the People's Platform,
and asked that he examine and
support the proposals within.
Governor Michael Dukakis stated
that he was very impressed with
the Platform but wanted time to
respond to the particular planks.

The Governor then cited what he
termed substantial progress made
by the state on some parts of the
platform during his administra-
tion. Reorganization of the Mass-
achusetts Commission Agalnst Dis-
crimination, the passage and
bonding of the Community Develop-
ment Finance Corporation, and the
Small Business Set Aside Policy
were among those he mentioned.

The general feeling of the
Council members at the time was
that the Governor would make a
concerted effort to give a de-
tailed response to the platform
some time 1n the near future.

Since that time, S.E.O0.C. staft
and representatives of Secretary
William G. Flynn have been 1n
contact concerning the progress
of the People's Platform. Secre-
tary Flynn (Executive Office of
Communities and Development) has
had the responsibility for guid-
ing the platform through the gov-
ernmental maze.

On December 30th, cabinet as-
signments for the various plat-
form planks were agreed upon by
S.E.0.C. and Communities and De-
velopment, with the majority of
the planks going to Economic Af-
fairs (23), Human Services (1l1l),

Communities and Development (4),
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Governor Dukakis meeting with People's Platform delegates
and S.E.O.C. Council members 1n November, 1976

Administration and Finance (4),
while the remalining planks were

divided among the other cabinet
offices.

By the middle of March, there
should be at least three develop-

ments that will climax the Peo-
ple's Platform process:

(1) The Governor will be re-

ceiving individual response from
the various Secretariats as to

what they see can, will, has,
won't or can't happen with the
platform within thelr depart-
ments.

(2) The Secretariats will col-
lectively meet with Governor Du-
kakis to discuss thelr personal
responses.

(3) The Governor will respond
to the Social and Economic Oppor-
tunity Council on specifics.

continued on page 4

Rebuilding
M.C.A.D

Governor Dukakilis has appointed
his three new full-time commilis-
sioners to the Massachusetts Com-
mission Against Discrimination
(MCAD). They will be 1n charge ot
completing the organizational
prhase of rebuilding the agency
that i1s responsible for monitor-
1ng compliance with the State and
Federal anti-bilas laws.

Appolinted as Chalrperson was
Jane C. Edmonds, 35, a third-
vear law student at Boston Col-
lege and the only black member on
the Sharon School Committee. Ed-
monds has been appointed for
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