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ACTI0ON UNCLASSIFIED

POL-2

E伟 Classification Contfrol: GUATEMALA 6251

Recd: AyG 31,1968

0 P 299881Z AUG 68 “ 15186 《

FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA |

T0 VASHDC IMMED IATE 56239 4 9

INF0 RgESMG /AMEMBASSY MANAGUA PRIORITY 1138

RUESJ0/AMEKMBASSY SAN J0SE 1374 L

RUEKSAL/AMEMBASSY SAN SALVAD0R 1393

RUESTE5/AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 1212

R9ESVA /AMEMBASSY PANAMA -3922

/AMEKMBASSY MEXIC0O0 567

RENMVC MANILA 8 7

RUESUAVAMEMBASSY RI0 53

RbEHDT NEW Y0RK 71

STATE5 GRNC

BT

UNCLAS GUATEMALA 625 !

AMBASSAD0R“ S DEATHs:

_

SPEECH 0F F0RNIN ARENALES

1。 EMBASSY TRANSLATIGN 0F ADDRESS GIVEN BY FORMIN ARENALES

AT AIRPORT CEREMONY AUGST

-

38 F0LL0W5 :

2。 BE6GIN TEXTs EXCELLENCIES PRESIDENTS 0F BRANCHES 80F STATE;

EXCELLENCIE5S CHIEFS 0F DIPLOMATIC MISSI0NS; MINISTERS 0F STATE

AND HIGH FUNCTIONARIES 0F G0VER NMENT ; EXCELLENCY MRS ELIZABETH

CLAY WwIDOW 0F MEIN AND DISTINGUISHED FAMILY ,LAD IES AND

GENTLEMEN :

THIS IS A S0LEMN MOMENT ,DEEPLY IMBUED WwWITH SADNESS AND C9N-

SsTERNATION。 THE GRIEF THAT ALL 0F US SHARE C0MES NOI 0NLY FROM

THE DISARRAY PROVOKEJFBY THIS UNEXPECTED TRAGEDY , BUI FROM

08R FRIENDSHIP ,0UR RESPE5CT AND 0UR L0VE F0R AMBASSADGR JO0HN

GORD0N M5IN 。 0UR PRESENCE HERE AND AT THE FUNERAL SERVICES

wE

_

HAVE JUST FROM, IS NOT SIMPLY PROT00LARY; IT SPRINGS

AS wWELL FROM SINCERE AFFE5CTION。EMOTION AND FROM SADNESS 。

THE5 UNIT5D STATES HAS L0ST AN EXTRAORD INARY _AMBASSAD 0OR 。 AND

GUATEMALA HAS LO0ST A LOYAL AND S0NSCIENT I0US FR IEND WHO ALWAYS

RESPECTED 0UR SOVEREIGNTY ,BUT 《WHO AT THE SA ME T IME WAS

ALWAYS INTERESTED IN AND PREOCCUPIED WITH 0UR DEMOCRAT IC ,

S0CIAL AND ECONOMIC PROGRESS

。

THOSE WHO COMMITTED THIS HOR-

REND0OUS CRIME ARE FAR FROM KNOWING IHE EXEMPLARY DEPGRTMENT

AND RESPECTFUL C0NDUCT 0F THIS GREAT AMBASSAD0R FROM THAI

GREAT ,P0WERFUL AND FRIENDLY NATION。 THEN,T00 , THEY ARE

FAR FROM KNOWING THE HISTORY 0F DIPLOMATIC TRADITIO0NS。 IN

FACThAMBASSAD0OR MEIN CARED MORE F0R GUATEMALA ITHAN F0R THE

600D 一FRIENDLY AND EXCELLENT REATIONS THAT SP0NTANEOUSLY l

HoLD BETWEEN HIS GOVER NME NT AND 0URS 。
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THIS ATTITUD5 0F AMBASSAD0R MEIN DEMONSTRATED HIS G00D-

wILL AND HIS AFFECTION F0R GUATEMALA。 HE NEVER PRESSED , NEVER

EVE5N SUGGESTED ANY POLITICAL ,NATIB@NAL 0R INTIERNAT IONAL ,

F0R GUATEMALA 。 HE NEVER CRITICIZED 0UR SOVERE5IGN DECISIONS ,

AND I A INCLINED T0 BELIEVE THAT IN HIS HEART HE SHARED 0UR

ANXIKTIEKS ,0UR SATISFACTIONS, 0UR WORR IES AND 0UR I0NS 。

WE M0URN DEKEPLY AND SINCERELY HIS PASSING FROM THIS W0RLD 。

WwE RAVE LGST A FRIEKND 。BUT MORE,。 AN INTELLIGENT AND CGMPRE=

HENDING INTERMEDIARY ,AND EFFICIENT AND

_

POWERFUL 0FFICIAL 。 THE

INFLEXIBLE DEMOCRATIC STANCE 0F THE UNITEB SIATES WAS ALWAYS

KASY F0R AMBASSAD0R MEIN T0 INTERPRET 。 A _GREATI PART 0F 09R

RE5TURW 709 C0NSTITUT IO0NALITY IS DUE T0 IHIS FACILITY AND THIS

ATTITUDE。 A LARGE PART ,ALSO , 0F 0UR INCIPIENI E5C0NOMIC

PRGGRESS IS DUE5 T0 HIS C0NSTRUCTIVE I【NTERESI 。 S0RROWFULLY ,

HE ALSO SHARED WwITH US 08R FRUSTRATIONS IN THE S0CIAL SE5C3I 0R

AND IN THE FIEKLD 0F PEACE5 AND C9NNNRD IN THIS 560 DIVIDED

FAMILY 0F GHUATEMALANS 。

IN AN EVIL MoMENT WE HAVE REPAYED HIM wITH SUCH INJUSTICE

AND SUCR CRUELTY 。 THE METHODS THATI VIOLENCE HAS AD0PTED TN

LATIN AMERICA AND 0THER PARTS 0F IHE WORLD ARE ALWAYS IR-

RATIONAL ,BUT SELDOM S0 CRUEL 。 390 STERILE5 , UNJUST ,。AS THE

DEATH THAT THIS SO LOVED AMBASSADOR MET 。

GUATEMALA CANNOT RECT IFY THE TRAGEDY 。 THE G0VERNMENT 0Ff

GHATEMALA IS STILL ENGAGED IN THE INVESTIGATION AND CANNOT

YET C0MPENSATE THE INJUSTICE。 BUT THIS G0VERNMENT CAN AI THE

LEAST ,MAKE PUBLIC ITS RECOGNITI0N ITS DEEP GRATITUDE , ITS s

RESPECT AND ITS ADMIRATI0N F0R THI5 EXTRAORDINARY DIPLO0MAT 。F0R

THIS GREAT FRIEND 0F G9ATEMALA AND 0F 50 MA NY 0F US PERSO0NALLY 。

F0R THIS REASON ,THE PRESIDENT 0F GUATEMALA 。 工 IC JBL I60

CE5SAR MENDEZ MONTEEGR0 ,JVNST AS GRIEV5D AS ALL 0F USARE 。 MET

WITH HIS CABINET ,MEETING AS THE C0UNCIL 0F THE 0RDER 0F 木

QBETZAL ,AND AGREED T0 GRANT IT (THIS 0RDER ) P0STHUMOUSLY T0

AMBASSADOR J9HN G0RDON MEIW, CHARGING ME T0 BEST0W IT ,AND T0

PRESENT T0 THE GOVER NMENT 0F T7HE5 UNITED STATES AND T0 THE

BEL9VED FAMILY 0F AMBASSAD0R MEIN。 0UR M0ST PR0OF0UND C0ND0LENCE ,

AND THE SAME TIME 09R P0STHUMOUS HOMAGE 0F AFFECTIONs。 0F 5
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ADNIRATIO0N,AND OF GRAT 。 END ITEXT 。

3。 EMBASSY REKSPEKCTFULLY THIS EL0GUENTLY ,

SINCERE AND BEAUTIFULLY PHRASED MESSAGE BE5 GIVEN WIDESI P0SSIBLE

PUBLICITY AS TRUE EXPRESSION 0F GENUINE GR IEF ,ADMIRATION AND

RESPECT 0F GUATEMALAN PEOPLE F0R 0UR AMBASSADO0R 。 “
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