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The Uncommon Man

MONG the delusions offered us by fuzzy-minded people is thatA imaginary creature, the common man. It is dinned into us

that this is the century of the common man. The whole idea is
another cousin of the Soviet proletariat. The uncommon man is to

be whittled down to size. It is the negation of individual dignity
and a slogan of mediocrity and uniformity.

The common man dogma may be of use as a vote-getting
apparatus. It supposedly proves the humility of demagogues.

The greatest strides of human progress have come from un-

common men and women. You have perhaps heard of George
Washington, Abraham Lincoln, or Thomas Edison. They were

humble in origin, but that was not their greatness.
The humor of it is that when we get sick, we want an uncom-

mon doctor. When we go to war, we yearn for an uncommon

general or admiral. When we choose the president of a university,
we want an uncommon educator.

The imperative need of this nation at all times is the leader-

ship of the uncommon men or women. We need men and women

who cannot be intimidated, who are not concerned with applause
meters, nor those who sell tomorrow for cheers today.

Such leaders are not to be made like queen bees. America
recognizes no frozen social stratifications which prevent the free
rise of every individual. They must rise by their own merits.
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