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Dear

Sub: 
Inclusion of children and pregnant / lactating mothers residing in hamlets under the ICDS Programme.

During my discussions with some of the field functionaries, I got an impression that children and pregnant /lactating mothers residing in some of the hamlets are not included under the ICDS, as these hamlets are not part of a revenue village or are part of a forest village but as encroachment in forest areas.

I would like to clarify in clear terms that children and pregnant / lactating mothers residing in any hamlet within the geographical boundary of the ICDS project will be enumerated for the purpose of the project and will be included under vital ICDS services including Supplementary Nutrition Programme, if eligible otherwise. Whether the hamlet is part of a revenue village or not, whether it is formally part of a forest village or whether it is an encroachment on forest land either pre-1980 or post – 1980, is of no consequence as far as ICDS scheme is concerned.
I hope, you will discuss this issue during monthly meeting of the CDPOs and if necessary, reiterate the above instructions. If any instance come to the notice of Government where malnutrition and consequential morbidity or mortality has happened because of non-inclusion of eligible children and pregnant/lactating mothers on the above ground, a serious view will be taken against the concerned CDPO and DSWO.

Kindly accord due importance to this matter.

Yours sincerely.

Sd/-

(S.B.Agnihotri)

All Collectors

(By name)
Memo No.  127 / SWCD

Bhubaneswar, dated 26th July, 2004

Copy to Principal Secretary, Forest & Environment Deptt. For kind information with reference to our discussions on the above issue. He is requested to issue suitable instructions to the field functionaries of Forest Deptt. To allow Anganwadi Workers and ANMs access to any forest area in discharging of their prescribed durites under the ICDS.

Sd/-

(S.B. Agnihotri)

Commissioner-Cum-Secretary to Govt.
Memo No. 128/ SWCD

Bhubaneswar, dated 26th July, 2004.

Copy to Commissioner-Cum-Secretary, Health & Family Welfare Deptt. for Kind information.

Sd/-

(S.B. Agnihotri)

Commissioner-Cum-Secretary to Govt.
Memo No. 128 (A) / SWCD

Bhubaneswar, dated 26th July, 2004.

Copy to Special Relief Commissioner, Orissa, Bhubaneswar for Kind information.

Sd/-

(S.B. Agnihotri)

Commissioner-Cum-Secretary to Govt.
Government of Orissa

Forest & Environment Department
No. 10F (cons) 92/2004. 
11373/ F&E., Dated, 30.07.2004

From

Sri G.B.Mukherji, IAS

Principal Secretary to Government

To

All Divisional Forest Officers

Sub: 
Access of Anganwadi Workers and ANMs to forest areas for providing life support to children and pregnant / lactating mothers.
Sir,

In inviting a reference to the subject mentioned above, I am to say that children and pregnant / lactating mothers residing in any hamlet within the geographical boundary of ICDS projects need to be included under vital life support services including supplementary nutrition as it is an important welfare programme of the Nation.

Please, therefore, allow Anganwadi Workers and ANMs access to any forest area in discharging their prescribed duties under the ICDS.

Yours faithfully,

Sd/-

(G.B. Mukherji)

PRINCIPAL SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT

Memo.No 11374 / F&E, Dated 30.7.2004

Copy to Chief Secretary for information.

Sd/-

(G.B. Mukherji)

PRINCIPAL SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT

Memo.No 11375 / F&E, Dated 30.7.2004

Copy to Chief Conservator of Forest / Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forest (WL) Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forest (KL) for information and necessary action.

Sd/-

(G.B. Mukherji)

PRINCIPAL SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT

Memo.No 11395 / F&E, Dated 30.7.04

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner-Cum-Secreatry, S.W.C.D. Department for information and necessary action.

Sd/-

(G.B. Mukherji)

PRINCIPAL SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT

GOVERNMENT OF ORISSA

PLANNING & COORDINATION DEPARTMENT
No.____________________/P., Bhubaneswar, Dated______________2004

From

Shri P.K.Mohanty, IAS

Chief Secretary, Orissa.

The  Collector, Koraput / Nabarangpur / Malkangiri / Rayagada / Bolangir / Sonepur / Kalahandi / Nuapada.

Sub: 
Strengthening SNP, Food Security and Health Programmes in the KBK Districts.

Madam/Sir,

1.
I am to refer to the unfortunate incident of death of 11Tribal Children of Dongriguda village of Jhorigaon Block in Nabarangpur district. The main cause of death of the children has been reported to be outbreak of measles leading to various complications like ARI (Pneumonia), Diarrhoea and Dysentery (Enterocolitis) and Septicemia. This matter was thoroughly reviewed and number of pragmatic decisions have been taken in the Video Conference that I had with you at 3.30 PM on 28.07.2004.

2. With a view to ensuring that such incidents do not recur in any KBK district, it is desirable that intensive Micro Planning at Block level and Panchayat level is undertaken for all social services especially Special Nutrition Programme, Supplementary Nutrition Programme, Emergency Feeding Programme, other food security measures and health programme. Local Panchayati Raj institutions, Self Help Groups (SHGs) and Civil Society Organisatios may be fully involved to ensure close monitoring of the situation at ground level and prompt flow of information to the district administration for initiating corrective measures before the situation takes a turn for the worse. Surveillance and information flow are of crucial importance.

3. The Secretary, Health & Family Welfare and the Director, Social Welfare, Panchayati Department have also outlined a number of measures which need to be firmly implemented forthwith. Some such measures include

i) All Health Workers (Female), Health Workers (Male), Anganwadi Workers, doctors and other district level officers need to be suitably directed to substantially improve the quality of delivery of social support services, SNP, Emergency Feeding and Health Programme.

ii) Desired medicines, particularly for Panchabyadhi should always be in stock with Anganwadi Workers, Health Workers and doctors.

iii) Elected representatives like Ward Members and Sarpanchs should be actively involved in prompt reporting of cases of illness and deaths, if any to the nearest health institution.

iv) Mobile Health Units should remain in service for at least 6 (six) days in a week and have as wide a coverage as possible. Their route charts should be communicated to Sarpanchs and BDOs well in advance and wide publicity must be ensured. Special attention has to be paid for providing health care services in remote and inaccessible pockets, which should be identified promptly in consultation with Panchayati Raj institution.

v) Food Security and Health Services must be extended to all habitations including habitations located in Reserve Forests. Immunization Programme needs further strengthening. Fixed Health and Immunisation Days need to be separately observed. Efforts should be made to ensure cent percent coverage of immunization by encouraging participation of Self Help Groups for women.

vi) Secretary, women & Child Development Department has already written to you vide his D.O No. 126/SWCD dated 26.7.2004 regarding inclusion of any hamlet within the geographical boundary of ICDS Project even if the hamlet is located as a part of revenue village, forest village or even an encroachment on forest land either pre-1980 or post-1980 for the purpose of delivery of ICDS services including supplementary Nutrition Programme. Principal Secretary to Government, Forest & Environment Departmet has also communicated to all Divisional Forest Officers in his letter No. 11373/F&E dated 30.7.2004 allowing Anganwadi Workers and ANMs access to any forest area  in discharing their prescribed duties under the ICDS. In view of this there may not be any problem to ensure delivery of health and ICDS services in those areas which are within the reserved forests.

vii) The services of Sub-collectors need to be increasingly and effectively used for better monitoring of service delivery of social sector programmes.

4. As far as Nabarangpur district is concerned, the Forest & Environment Department in their letter No. 9936 / F&E dated 17th June, 2003 had clarified that in extreme pockets of stress, drinking water can be provided to those who are definitely and unambiguously included in the category of pre-1980 eligible encroachers awaiting approval of the Governemnt of India/Supreme Court of their formal settlement. This decision was taken keeping in mind that lives cannot be lost in the process of awaiting a Government decision.

It was also clarified by the Food Supplies & Consumer Welfare Department in their letter No. 5882 dated the 7th March, 2003 that APL ration cards be issued to 1854 families staying in encroached forest areas of Nabarangpur district on proper enumeration and BPL rice at normal BPL rate @ Rs. 6.30 per Kg will be supplied to them provided they are lawful citizens of India and lawfully residing in the State.

The above mentioned principals applied to Nabarangpur district could be extended to other KBK districts too.

5. I would, therefore, urge you to be proactive in the matter and to take effective steps to ensure that the quality of implementation of social sector programme is substantially improved and adequate social services are extended particularly to the vulnerable group of population and to the areas which are remote and inaccessible in nature due to  peculiar geographical conditions. You are, futher requested to submit periodical reports to Planning & Coordination Department as regards action taken by the District Administration to tackle the food security and health related problems in KBK districts.

Yours faithfully

Sd/-

Chief Secretary

Memo.No._____________/P., Dated____________

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner-Cum-Secretary to Government Health & Family Welfare Department / Women & Child Development Department / Principal Secretary to Government, Forest & Environment Department for information and immediate necessary action in the matter.

Special Secretary to Government

Memo. No.____________ / P., Dated

Copy forwarded to the Revenue Divisional Commissioner-Cum-Deputy Chief Administrator, KBK, Southern Division, Berhampur / Northern Division, Sambalpur for information and necessary action.

Special Secretary to Government.

Special Secretary to Government
