
FROM THE PUBLISHER

ecently, I was doing an interview with a
rominent east coast newspaper. The

reporter seemed knowledgeable about our

Life Advocate when the
questions asked turned to
matters of finance. I was
asked how we could con-
tinue to publish a magazine
with so many judgments
against us—and why didn’t
we just quit (as the abor-
tionists had hoped?). I re-

sponded that it wasn’t easy
but that I believed God had
given us a will to continue
and that we justkept putting
one foot in front ofanother.

The questions got more

specific. “Where do you get
the money to produce sucha
professional quality maga-
zine with only 3,000 subscribers?” The an-
swer was simple, “God’s people are very
generous when it comes to efforts to save
babies,” I responded. Then I was asked what
our annual budget was. When I gave the
answer the reported exclaimed, “That’s im-
possible! The salary and benefit package for
just one top level executive at our paper is
more than that—you must have some other
source of income.”

[ explained that much ofthe work that is
done is donated and that we do nearly all of
the steps necessary to gather information,
typeset, print and mail out the magazine in
house. Even then, though, I said that it was

extremely difficult, financially, to keep the
monthly issues going out the door. Our sub-
scription base is limited (probably because
we don’t tickle enough ears).

organization and had seen several issues of

[ bring up this matter because it is time for
our subscription drive. I want to share with you
some important reasons why we continue to
publish our magazine, and more importantly,

why we continue to need your
participation for the magazine
to continue.

So...whydowe continue in
an “impossible” task? I’ll sum-
marize the main reasons into
just three points:

1.)Toinform. Getting at the
truth has always been our goal.
You know how difficult it is
sometimes to get the truth about
pro-life activist events. Many
times even hard working Chris-
tian media get it wrong. There
are many pro-life publications
that are filled with stories that
wouldn’t offend Molly Yard,
butthereis only one news maga-

zine like Life Advocate.
2.) To encourage. [ don’t know how many

times [ have been told, “We just don’t know
what we would do without your magazine
coming every month.” Ofcourse, not everyone
is encouraged. Sometimes the truth offends;
sometimes the truth hurts—especially when it
points out our weaknesses and blind spots—
but ultimately the truth is what is needed if
we’re to win in the fight to stop abortion.

3.)To establish a historical record. Since
we began back in 1985, we have published over
100 1ssues of the magazine. In fact, in the last
two years alone we have published over 1200
pages of news, features, and commentary that
are on the cutting edge of the pro-life activist
movement. Frank Schaeffer commented that
he saves all of his Life Advocate issues. Some
day he plans to give them to his grand-children

Why bother with an “impossible’ task?
so they will know what happened and how
abortion was finally defeated.

Despite the obvious need for a publication
like Life Advocate and the willingness ofour
staff to continue as long as God gives us the
strength, there is one hindrance that keeps
cropping up. You quessed it—Ilack of funds.
Did you know that the $30.00 suggested
donation doesn’t even cover half of the pro-
duction and mailing costs? In fact, the actual
cost is closer to $75-$80.00 if you divide the
total cost by the number ofannual supporters.

Asking $75.00 from everyone on our mail-
ing list would be a discouragement to many of
our readers, so we have set the suggested dona-
tion rate at $30.00. Our hope is that many ofyou
will be able to give even more than the actual
cost to make up the difference.

I know that $75.00 dollarsisalot ofmoney
for many ofyou to give. But a comittment of
support spread throughout the year at $5-
$10.00 per month is something most really
can afford. (Thankfully, a few folks on our

mailing list give $75.00 or more per month. I
know that not everyone can do that, but for the
sake ofcontinuing the publication I want each
ofour readers to consider giving to AFLM on
a regular basis.)

It is true that the task ahead for ALFM and
the pro-life activist movement seems impos-
sible at times. But remember what Jesus said,
“With God all things are possible.”

May He bless you and your efforts on
behalf of the unborn.

Serving Him for Life,ol —
Andrew Burnett, Publisher & Executive
Director of Advocates for Life Ministries
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Ahortion murder
provokes two
others?

Charlie Sykes, a talk show host here in
Milwaukee, revealed on his program a sig-
nificant article in the Boston Globe com-

menting on the Susan Smith case [and] the
abortion she had in high school. He brought
out that she mentioned the “abortion” in her
confession as a strong factor in her murder of
her two children.

He also mentioned that the story was never

picked up by any other paper in America, and
how the Globe may have been attacked by
pro-choicers, Planned Barrenhood, etc. Even
the Globe never mentioned it again after the
Nov. 6 issue of their paper.

Brad Lescher
Princeton, W1

(Editor’s note: We confirmed that the head-
line to the Boston Globe article was citing a

quote out ofSusan Smith’s confession.)

Smith’s “family
planning”

The Susan Smith case in Union, South
Carolina seems to have shocked the whole
nation, and I must say that I have been
among the most shocked. That a woman

could murder her own children and have so

little guilt about it that she could convince all
of us, including her family, with her lies 1s
almost unbelievable.

What surprised me about the whole affair
was that anyone would care. Women murder-
ing their own children is an everyday event.

That a baby is not human until it has
emerged from the birth canal is a specious
technicality that is not supportable by science,
theology, common sense, or morality. Butifit
is true, then simply delaying the time at which
a person becomes human would be a techni-
cality with which our social planners could
fiddle to achieve optimum results. For ex-

ample, a woman could possibly wait a few
years to determine which of her children she
doesn’t like and then kill them. In Susan
Smith’s case she chose to kill them both,
evidently because they were an impediment
to her future.

Alan Craig
St. Louis, MO

Abolish abortion
despite Democrats

[ am a right-to-life Democrat. I would
like to hear more pro-life Democrats speak
on TV, including the one that Clinton didn’t
want to speak during election time. I vote

straight Democrat because I believe we can

still get rid ofabortion even ifDemocrats are

in office. Democrats are for the poor

ing class. Republicans are for the

that’s the bottom line.
[t’s time for both parties to speal

abortion. The right-to-life Democrat
have their day in court. This 1s what
all about.
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