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of a larger

Coalition
alls on US
to buy land

By Robert Braile
Special to the Globe

CONCORD, N.H. - A coalition
of 20 national environmental
groups has called on Congress (o
spend at least $16 million in the
coming vear to purchase thou-
sands ol acres ol land across New
.ngland that is considered threat-
cned by development.

sut the president of one of the
groups warned that without pres-
sure from New England residents
concerned about proteciing the
lands. Congress will be less likely
1O ACT. -

Included in the request are
lands abutting the White Moun-
tain National Forest. Green Moun-
tain National Forest., Acadia Na-
tional Park., Rachel Carson Na-
tional Wildlite Retuge, LLowell Na-
tional Historical Park, Salem
Maritime National Historic Site,
Great Meadows National Wildlife
Retuge and Pettaguamscutt Cove
National Wildlife Refuge.

Also included are parcels along
Lthe Appalachian Trail, which
passes through every New Eng-
lind state except Rhode Island on
its 2,100 mile streteh from Geor-
g1 1o Maine.

1he request, mmade in a report
scheduled for reicase today, is part
proposal sceking $781
million, plus another $200 million
in matching tunds, for purchases
In 46 states. The groups say the
purchases would be financed
through the federal Land and Wa-
ter Conservation Fund, which
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was created by Congress in 1965
to protect natural resources and
enhance recreational activities
through land purchases.

The groups said Congress may
appropriate up to $900 million an
nually from the fund, which de
rives its revenues largely from roy-
alties on ottshore oil drilling. They
also said that all the purchases
they have requested involve will-
ill@%(’“t"l‘h- But they said appropri
ations during the Reagan years
averaged only $222 million.

“You can’'t keep putting off
Hu*%e investments,  said George
Frampton Jr., president of the
W]ld(*rm ss Society, which coordi-
nated the coalition. “You can de-
fer buving a car. but a desirable
piece of land is likelv to turn into a
shopping mall or become too ex-
pensive. Special areas bought to-
day will pay enormous dividends
for future generations.”

But, Framplion  added. . Con-
stituent interest always makes an
cnormous diflerence in winning
these appropriations. New kkng-
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‘New Englanders
who want to see
these special
places protected
need to let their
representatives
in Congress
Know.’

— George T. Frampton Jr.

landers who want to see these spe-
cial places protected need to let
their representatives in Congress
Know.

The proposed New England ap-
propriations would include $1.7
million for 1.880 acres in New
Hampshire s White Mountain Na-
tional Forest: $1.74 million for at
lecast 3.500 acres in Vermont's
Green Mountain National Forest:
$2 million for 500 acres in Maine's
Acadia National Park: $2.5 mil-
lion tor 1.300 acres in Massachu-

Coalition calls on US to earmarlk
16m to purchase threatened land

setts Great Meadows National
Wildlife Refuge: and $950,000 for
000 acres in Rhode Island’s Petta-
quainscutt Cove National Wildlife
Retugpe.

Also proposed are $3.3 million
tor 1,200 acres in Maine's Rachel
Carson National Wildlife Refuge:
$700,000 to complete Massachu-
setts Lowell National Historical
Park: $400,000 to complete Mass-
achusetts’ Salem Maritime Na-
Lional Historic Site; and at least $3
million for parcels along the Appa-
lachian Trail in New England. - -

In addition to the Wilderness
Society, the coalition includes
such prominent environmental
groups as the Sierra Club, Nation-
al Audubon Society and Natural
Resources Delense Council.

The groups said the President's
Commission on Americans Qut-
doors recommended two vears ago
that $1 billion be spent on land
purrhascs each vear, and that a
trust fund be established to en-
sure the tunding. They said Presi-
dent Bush has expressed support
for the recommendation and that

Congress is considering legislation
Lo implement it




