
To this brief foreword to the following essay on some of the
basic Negro problems in America, we wish to add the principal
demands for the oppressed Negro masses as embodied in the Plat-
form of the Workers (Communist) Party of America:

1. Abolition of the whole system of race discrimination. Full racial,
political, and social equality for the Negro race.

2. Abolition of all laws which result in segregation of Negroes.
Abolition of all Jim Crow laws. The law shall forbid all discrimina-
tion against Negroes in selling or renting houses.

3. Abolition of all laws which disfranchise the Negroes.
4. Abolition of laws forbidding intermarriage of persons of differ-

ent races.

5. Abolition of all laws and public administration measures which
prohibit, or in practice prevent, Negro children or youth from attending
general public schools or universities.

6. Full and equal admittance of Negroes to all railway station wait-
ing rooms, restaurants, hotels, and theatres.

7. Federal law against lynching and the protection of the Negro
masses in their right of self-defense.

8. Abolition of discriminatory practices in courts against Negroes.
No discrimination in jury service.

9. Abolition of the convict lease system and of the chain-gang.
10. Abolition of all Jim Crow distinction in the army, navy, and

civil service.

11. Immediate removal of all restrictions in all trade unions against
the membership of Negro workers.

12. Equal opportunity for employment, wages, hours, and working
conditions for Negro and white workers. Equal pay for equal work for
Negro and white workers. 1B
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T'he Negro question in America must be treated in its relation
to the liberation struggle of the proletariat against American im-
perialism. The struggle against white oppression of the Negro
masses is a part of the proletarian revolution in America against
capitalism. The American working class cannot free itself from
capitalist exploitation without freeing the Negro race from white
oppression. What Marx said about the United States is still true:

“Labor cannot emancipate itself in the white skin where in the
black it is branded.”

At the same time the Negro question in the United States of
America must be treated in 1ts relations to the huge Negro masses

of farmers and workers oppressed and exploited by white imperial-
ism in Africa and South America. The Negroes of the United
States are the most advanced section of the Negro population of
the world and can play a decisive role in helping and leading the
liberation movement of the Negro colonies. Within the Negro
population of the United States, the Negro working class is destined
to be the vanguard of all liberation movements and may become
the vanguard of the liberation movement of the Negro peasant
masses on an international scale.

A NEGRO PROLETARIAT APPEARS

The industrialization of the agrarian south of the United States,
the concentration of a new Negro working-class population in the
big cities of the east and north, and the entrance of the Negroes into
the basic industries on a mass scale, have been changing, in the
last few years, the whole social composition of the Negro race in
America. The appearance of a genuine Negro industrial proletariat
creates an organmizing force for the Negro race, furnishes a new

working-class leadership to all Negro race movements, creates the
possibility for the Negro workers under the leadership of the Com-
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