
MAAP FIELD REPORTS: Denver, Colorado
they were to get involved in organizing around the issue, and
also the chance to start identifying future leaders for ABC.
The interns met many people, such as Ester Lozano (in photo
on page 14), who were looking for a way to make some
changes and were ready for commitment.

Soon after, others residents began to understand the
importance of working together as a community and decided
to become members. Getting them involved by conducting
meetings in homes and doorknocking helped Denver ABC
gradually get the word out about both the issue and the orga-
nization.

The three interns brought diverse experiences and talents
to the campaign. Each intern had different personal goals and
challenges, even though they worked cooperatively as a team.
For James, MAAP has built a clearer vision of his role as a
community organizer. ‘“The program has enabled me to see
what community organizing is all about. I feel confident
about going back to my community and utilizing the experi-
ences that I’ve gained.” James will be returning to Dunkirk,
NY as the coordinator of the People’s Action Coalition.

For Suk, “the biggest challenge was the commitment —

not to the issue or campaign itself, but to organizing as a

way of life and living.” Suk will return to Albuquerque, New
Mexico with a greater vision of what can be achieved through
direct action organizing.

The MAAP experience will help Tom in his fight to
improve his own community in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. “I
think for me the hard part is the waking up early after coming
in late at night, but I realize that this is something I want and
something that has to be done in order to do this work.”

According to Sonia Peiia, Site Coordinator and Lead
Organizer of Denver ABC, “implementing a new campaign
takes a great deal of patience and time. We all learned from
our mistakes and sought ways to improve ourselves as well as
the campaign. The interns’ commitment, assurance and
diverse humor will have an everlasting effect on ABC and the
campaign’s future.”
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KANAK ALUMINUM PRODUCTS
Penndel, Pennsylvania

LUITNESS
FOR PERCEL
NEEDED:

gVolunteers, fluent in Spanish, for
Central America
® age range from 21 to retired
e faith-based, nonviolent covenant
® one year commitment

WHERE:
Guatemala/Southern Mexico and
Nicaragua
¢ be a permanent presence with refugees
® document effects of Iow-intensity conflictand U.S. intervention
® support human rights; accompanyvictims of war
® host short-term delegations; assist work

projects
APPLICATION DEADLINE:
® October 1,1992 for the "March '93 Team"

BENEFITS:
* working toward a fair and just foreignpolicy
¢ room and board plus monthly stipend® major medical health insurance
* a week's vacation every four months

WRITE TO:
Dept. of Teams and DelegationsWitness for Peace
2201 P St. NW, Room 109
Washington, DC 20037

16  THE MINORITY TRENDSLETTER

eneral soard or

Clobol Ministries T,|

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115

NATIONAL DIVISION
{212) 870-3600 (Cable: missions new york)

Community Developers
arc

| Cbmmunity orgariizers based in
racial ethnic United Methodist Churches

-

Community Developers empoh{er the people to bring about changes.

Ruth M. Lawson
‘475 Riverside Drive, #333

- New York, NY 10115
(212) 870-3821

For information contact:
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