him in our deliberations. We shall miss him on the golf course or
the curling rink. He concluded his fourscore years and five with
the same courage and faith with which he lived. He had no time
for despair. He held high hope for the future, even when events

seemed grim. He was, as Browning wrote:

One who never turned his back but
marched breast forward,

Never doubting clouds would break,
Never dreamed, though right were worsted,
wrong would triumph,

Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight
better,

Sleep to wake!

—PERRY E. GRESHAM

was deeply saddened to learn of the passing of my good friend
Leonard E. Read.

He will be greatly missed, but gratefully the philosophy he so
eloquently espoused will live on in the lives of thousands who came
under his gentle tutelage.

In one sense, humanity can be divided among those few who
foster freedom for others, those who oppress the freedom of oth-
ers, and the masses who aimlessly follow the tide of opinion. Leon-
ard was among those few who articulated the cause of freedom
and fortified his expressions by a life of personal integrity to the
truth in which he so ardently believed.

The Foundation for Economic Education was but the lengthened
shadow of his philosophy. It was not politically oriented, because
Leonard knew that politics is the art of compromise—and one
cannot compromise principle. Nor was it an organization to lobby
particular causes, regardless of merit, for that would place it in a
constant arena of contemporary controversy. Like the man him-
self, the Foundation was dedicated to the timeless principles that
undergird our freedom.

Leonard believed that so many who benefit economically and
spiritually from a free society remain naive to the principles which
cause that freedom to thrive. He therefore concluded that educa-

tion in the freedom philosophy was the most effective way to en-
lighten others.

Leonard was as well read in the philosophy and principles of the
free market as any man [ have known. The library of the Founda-
tion constitutes, in my opinion, the best library one could have on
the philosophy of the free market, private property, and human
liberty.

When the message came to me of the passing of Leonard, I was
reading a letter written by Thomas Jetterson to John Adams in
1821, which in part reads:

[ will not believe our labors are lost. I shall not die without a hope
that light and liberty are on a steady advance . . . Should the cloud of
barbarism and despotism again obscure the science and liberties of
Europe, this country remains to preserve and restore light and liberty
to them. In short, the flames kindled on the 4th of July have spread
over too much of the globe to be extinguished by the feeble engines of
despotism; on the contrary, they will consume these engines and all
who work for them.

How applicable are those words to Leonard’s lifetime work. How
many thousands are indebted to Leonard Read as their kKindly

mentor!
He was a champion of liberty. Here indeed was a man of princi-

ple.

Leonard Read lives on, not only in his great writings but in the
eternal testimony of prophets of God in Holy Writ. The Resurrec-
tion is a reality. I hope some day to embrace again my friend Leon-
ard in a continuation of the sweet association we enjoyed in mortal
life.

Freedom, in which he believed and to which I testify, is a God-
given eternal principle.

—EZRA TAFT BENSON

t is with deepest regret that we are compelled to note the passing
of our founder and President, Leonard Read.

Leonard was born in rural Michigan just before the turn ot the
century. Farm chores plus clerking in the local store schooled him
early in the work ethic.

Later, he earned his way through Ferris Institute, but inter-
rupted his education to enlist in the army. The troopship, Tus-
cania, carrying him to Europe, was sunk off the Irish coast but
Leonard made it to shore and served in England as a rigger with
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