
Yet the state, as such, produces nothing with
which to supply these “benefits.” Persons produce
everything which the Welfare State takes, before
it gives some back as “benefits”; but in the
process, the bureaucracy takes its cut. Only by
thus confiscating what persons have produced
can the Welfare State “satisfy the needs of the
people.” So, the necessary and essential idea of
the Welfare State is to control the economic ac-

tions of the vassals of the state, to take from
producers what they produce, and to prevent
their ever being able to attain economic inde-
pendence from the state and from their fellow
men through ownership of property.

To whatever extent an individual is still al-
lowed freedom in any of these respects while
living under a government like the present one

in the United States, then to that extent the de-
velopment of the program of the Welfare State
is as yet not fully completed. Or perhaps it is an

instance of a temporary grant of freedom by the
Welfare State such as when a master allows his
slave a day off from work to spend as he likes;
but the person who is permitted some freedom
by the Welfare State is still a vassal of that state

just as a slave is still a slave on his day off from
work.
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