spontaneously configurate in response to neces-
sity and demand—when men are free.’

It is written, “Where there is no vision, the
people perish: but he that keepeth the law,
happy is he.” What is “the law” here referred
to? It is the Creators law, the law graven on
men’s hearts. We keep it by striving to awake,
to get ever deeper into life, to advance in per-
ceptiveness, to evolve in consciousness—in short,
to sce! Where there are no seers, the people
perish. Among the practical, down-to-earth re-
alities none supersedes this in importance.

For those who accept some such view as this,
a problem of the first magnitude presents itselt:
How shall I personally go about improving the
quantity and quality of seers? Not until one un-
derstands and acts on the correct answer to this
question can he do anything more than he is
now doing on behalf of individual liberty and
the free society.

Enormous amounts of money and millions ot
man hours are wasted in the name of liberty
because so many of her devotees have thought-
lessly concluded that her rescue can be eftected
by means and methods which are interior to

3 See “Miracle of the Market,” The Freeman, September
1961, and/or “I. Pencil.” The Freeman, December 1958.
Reprints of either or both articles on request from FEE. No
charge. Use order form.
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those required. When the problem is posed as
one of improving the quantity and quality of
seers — nothing, absolutely nothing, less —we
bring the challenge confronting us into sharp
and accurate focus. One either improves seeing
or he works fruitlessly, a hard but realistic con-
clusion.

WIIAT cAN I personally do to improve seer-
ship? The instruction is readily at hand for any-
one: merely observe the quality in those others
who improve one’s own seeing. Regardless ot
the subject, be it cooking, goltf, art, music, en-
oineering, economics, moral philosophy, liberty,
or whatever, the persons who improve my seeing
are those who see more than I do, never those
who see less. They are those who shed light
over areas where I have not seen. They are seers
relative to me, the purveyors of enlightenment.

There is another instruction to be gained
from those who light our way: regardless ot
how far they may have advanced in understand-
ing and exposition, they seem to give oft light
only when they themselves are learning, when
they are in an improving state, when they are
energizing, so to speak. A dynamo, no matter
how potentially powertul, generates no light ex-
cept when its generating parts are in motion.
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But let the generating parts be turned on in a
tiny firefly and there will be light. Similarly,
individuals radiate, light up, help others to see
when their own seeing apparatus is in operation.
Because wisdom is limitless, that is, not finite,
seers may come from any level of society—there
being no occupational or wealth or educational
condition. Several seers, we may recall, were
lowly fishermen of Galilee.

PEmIAPs in the interest of an efficient use of

our resources, and of a much needed realism,
the following conclusions are relevant:

l. Any expenditure of energies or funds
which does not somehow contribute to an im-
proved vision will not advance the free market,
private property, limited government way of
lite, nor will such expenditure deter socialism
one whit.

2. Seership—an improving vision—is a rela-
tive attainment, relative to how well one can
see the impact of present actions on the future,
and relative to what others see. Anyone whose
arowth is not arrested, and who can consciously
and deliberately will his own actions, can qual-
ity—anyone!

3. Seeing is a taculty in use; it is a sense in
action. Seeing illuminates the way now. No per-
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son is a seer who has retired from seeing. At best,
he was a seer.

4. Seeing is exclusively a phenomenon of self.
No one can make another see. This is selt-evi-
dent. One can only shed light by which others
may see if, having the capacity, they choose to
do so. Those attracted by the light will take ad-
vantage of it; those fitted only for the darkness
will in no way be aftected.

5. To improve seeing is to perfect self. This is
the undergirding on which liberty rests.

“What can I do?” “What works should I
study?” “What institutional efforts should I sup-
port?” Such questions are posed by persons
aware of a waning liberty. Here we have a
search for criteria, a seeking of standards by
which to tell the wheat from the chaft. The an-
swer? One’s own improving insight is the sole
basis for astute discrimination, and this, as it
progresses, will reveal that only eflorts con-
ducive to an expanding seership are worth one’s
approval. In short, one doesn't stand a chance
of aiding life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness except as he himself improves his ability to
see long-range—becomes a seer.
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