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ology leads men to prey on each
other, the conflict will rage on in one

form or another.
The military coup of September

1973 was the first experienced by
Chile in 49 years, which in South
America was a long record of mili-
tary neutrality in political affairs.
Chile was going from crisis to crisis,
with chaos in the streets, daily dem-
onstrations, strikes, and bloody riots.
There was hunger, deprivation and
desperation in the homes and illegal
seizures and confiscations of prop-
erty. For many people these events
were raising the question of sur-

vival in Chile. Under such condi-
tions a few individuals may turn
their backs on society so bent on self-
destruction, and emigrate to safer
shores. But most people do not have
this opportunity for lack of mobility,
flexibility, knowledge, or the neces-

sary means. Moreover, even if they
would want to leave their country,
they are not welcome abroad. In des-
peration they may call on the armed
forces to restore order and social co-

operation. When the military finally
strikes, the people usually welcome
and hail it as the restorer and
guardian of peace.

For the generals the coup may be
a patriotic duty which they reluc-
tantly assume in order to save the
country. The multitudes may ap-
plaud their courage and devotion to
duty, and admire their example of
leadership, which in time may ac-

tually corrupt them and finally de-
stroy them. After all, they are not
intellectual leaders who through pa-
tient teaching and preaching can

change the hearts and minds of the
people so that they discard their eco-

nomic and social conflict notions and
embrace the philosophy of individ-
ual freedom and social harmony. The
generals themselves usually cling to
the very ideas that are tearing soci-
ety apart. They, too, favor economic
redistribution by political force. But
they want it in an orderly fashion
without the fighting in the streets.
The Chilean junta immediately re-

constructed, with minor variations,
the Allende transfer-conflict system.

Changing of the Guard

A junta regime usually comes to a

violent end when it loses the support
of public opinion. When economic
conditions deteriorate again for any
reason, or when public sentiment
strenuously disapproves of the ben-
efit order at the public trough, a vi-
olent reaction is likely. It may come

from another general or colonel who
senses the junta loss of popularity
and, when successful, promises to be
carefully guided by the popular will.
Some juntas may even resist the
temptation and corruption of power
and relinquish it as soon as they
sense a loss of public support. They
may return the instruments of polit-
ical power to the democratic trans-
fer state and then wait patiently for
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the coming chaos when they will be
needed again. By their timely with-
drawal they manage to safeguard the
public esteem for the armed forces
as the ultimate guardian of law and
order.

The seizure of power by the mili-
tary always entails the risk of vio-
lence and bloodshed. The risk is
minimal when the administration in
power has lost all respect and sup-
port by the disillusioned public. But
it is serious as long as some ele-
ments of public opinion continue to
give the administration their loyal
support. Many communists and so-

cialists held to their Presidente to
the bitter end. Thousands of them
were incarcerated for several years,
hundreds lost their lives, many were

later expelled from the country. Po-
litical parties were dissolved, the
news media placed under censor-

ship, the public subjected to rigid
curfew.

In every case of civil rebellion the
victor is quick to point at the sum

total of social benefits created by his
rebellion. When communists or so-

cialists prevail they may speak of a

liberation of the proletariat from
capitalist exploitation. When de-
fenders of the private property order
prevail they may point at the resto-
ration of private property and free
markets. Both invariably propose to
weigh their open violations of hu-
man rights against the economic and
social rights which their violent ac-

tions are presumed to have gained.
Both regularly conclude that their
actions were justified by the sum to-
tal of benefits to society.

There surely is such a scale in the
realm of political rights that negate
individual rights, especially prop-
erty rights. But, by its very nature,
it is an arena of perpetual social
conflict that ultimately brings forth
the strong man. A society that rou-

tinely weighs political rights against
property rights and finds them
wanting ultimately will weigh the
loss of human lives in revolution and
rebellion against the sum total of
collective benefits.

There is no such scale in morality
which is religion with its face to-
ward man. No sum total of social
utility and benefit whatever can

outweigh the death of one human
being or any suffering inflicted on

him. No man or assembly of men can

secure well-being or happiness by
violence against a single individual.
Violence breeds violence and is an

offense against God even when com-

mitted in the name of majorities.
A Shadowy Future

The ideological forces of social and
economic conflict that led to the 1973
disintegration of Chilean society
continue to be alive and active at
home and abroad. Under their spell
the junta hastened to restore the
conflict system that forcibly redis-
tributes income and wealth from the


