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SAN FRANCISCO, CAL,, DEC, 9 -~ The church must set an

example for bold leadership in a day of "swift and continuing change"
and not shrink back in "frightened timidity," the newly-elected
L TR e DA R

president of the National Council of Churches told a luncheon meeting
here toduy,
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want to go back to something," said J, Irwin Miller, industrialist
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and churchman from Columbus, Ind., "When the church offers an ex-

amrle of frightened timidity before the new opportunities of our

day, wistfully wishing we could go back to scme simple life on the

farm, society is not likely to take its directions from the church,"
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Mr., Miller addressed the President's Luncheon, at the

Sheraton-Palace Hotel, which concluded the Sunday-to-Friday triennial

General Assembly of the National Council of Churches, Elected at

yesterdayfs general session, Mr, Miller, board chairman of the

Cummins Engine Company and the Irwin Bank and Trust Company of

Columbus, and a member of the Christian Churches (Disciples of

Christ), is the first lavman to serve as National Council president,
He succeeds the Rev, Dr. Edwin T, Dahlburg, pastor of Delmar Baptist
Chinpeh, 8L haulst Moyl

Mr, Miller noted that a time of testing had arrived for

the interdenominationalchurch body, after ten years devoted to

knitting together its diverse membership, Only the personal example
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of its members, he said, would determine "whethier this Council is

only another large organization in an already over-organized society,

or whether it truly isa Christian instrument of great strength and

sharpness, peculiarly adaptedto the needs of our day.,"
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"Chrigtian bodies have the habit of complaining about the

shallowness, the extravagance, and the waste of our civilization,"

heaaldyl L oy oreshlins liturgy, music, art, writings, and

preaching are full, dusty, second-rate, cherished byigg only be-
cause they are comfortable and familiar, because we lack the 2zeal
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and the Imagination to reshape them in exciting andrelevant terms,
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then our complaints about the shallowness and mediocrity of soclety
will turn out to be just that--only complaints,”

The church will not be heeded when it speaks out against

complacency endilove Fforibhe isiteblslgioi seiic FIEsITIAN]e r i D

contents itself with'the same old programs,"
"All societies have been frightened by a sudden awareness

of the potentialities of new knowledge and new techniques, but in

history none have ever been able to retreat and pretend these new

things weren't there," he said, "The world looks first.to ourn ex-

ample before it listens to and weighs our words.,"

Out-going Council President Edwin T, Dahlberg and Council

General Secretary Roy G. Ross vesponded briefilw to lr, ilillerts

speech,

Bisaop B, Julien Smith, presiding bishop ef the T1rst

district of the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, Chicago, pre=-

sided:at the meeting, The Rev, Carl G. Howle, pastor of United

Presbyterian Calvary Church ‘iniSaniHpanciscol lod thelloroup in i

prayer of invocation, Adele Norman Silke, a member of the First
Baptiagt Chureh, PealollllEo;isano;
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