Dear Aruna, Jean and Dr. Saxena,

First of all, please accept our congratulations for being nominated to be on the advisors to the Committee to monitor the implementation of the Common Minimum program. 

We are writing to you in the context of the huge tragedy enveloping Narmada Sagar. It has been in the news for some time now, so you may have read reports about it.

Basically the central sector undertaking – the National Hydro Power Corporation that is building the dam as well as the previous and current state governments have gone full throttle on the dam construction – without (as always) paying any attention to the aspects of rehabilitation and environmental mitigation. Of course despite the rehabilitation policy that asserts land for land, no single affected family has been given land for land. Nor have adequate arrangements for cash compensation or even (house and amenities) resettlement been made. As a result, the submergence is on us, 129 villages and one town (Harsud) are scheduled to submerge in a few days/weeks and people still do not know where to go. Most do not even have a place to go, where they can live and earn a living.

The NBA has not been active in the Narmada Sagar although the rally in 1989 that first talked about destructive development was in Harsud as were some later false starts which we could not sustain at the time we had begun organizing in Maheshwar, Man, Veda, etc. So the role of people’s organizations in the area has been virtually nil. The media has however played a very active role in the last few months raising and highlighting the issue of NSP and Harsud.

Special armed forces have been brought in since the last week to force the people to break their houses voluntarily and leave. They did a flag march in Harsud three days ago. 

We think that late though it is, we – all of us have to intervene in this situation some how. 

The Jan Sangharsh Morcha –which is the forum of people’s organizations in Madhya Pradesh is organizing an investigation into the situation at Narmada Sagar on the 5th , 6th and 7th July. We hope to be able to make a report to the nation on the NSP. We are likely to remain in the area after that till the 10th of July. Can any or all of you come? Either to be part of our investigation or for a separate report to the CMP committee to take immediate action ?

In a sense, the magnitude and the callousness of the governments at Narmada Sagar Project makes it like Madhya Pradesh’s Gujarat right now. 

In the Investigation and report we are hoping to see whether

There is any technological solution of being able to minimize submergence this year – blast dam sluices, or blast the cemented-over opening of the diversion tunnel and allow a large portion of the waters to be released. If it is can it be done immediately?

A stop on any further construction next year?

The role of the police and special armed contingents, use of Section 144, etc

The situation of Rehabilitation and resettlement 

The role of the R&R sub-group and the Environment sub-group of the Narmada Control Authority (NCA) (Headed by Secretary’s of the Central government) in monitoring the rehab and construction linkages.

I am enclosing a press note that we issued three days ago on this matter.

Warm regards,

Chittaroopa Palit 

Narmada Bachao Andolan

Jail Road,Mandleshwar,

District Khargone, Madhya Pradesh

Telefax : 07283-233162   

